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Trudeau has won the most seats -- but
not a majority. What happens next?

Liberal leader Justin Trudeau and wife Sophie Gregoire Trudeau wave as they go on stage at Liberal
election headquarters in Montreal, Monday, Oct. 21, 2019. THE CANADIAN PRESS/Paul Chiasson

Half of the 12,000
units promised are in
the works: Plante

MARIAN SCOTT, MONTREAL
GAZETTE Updated: October 27, 2019
Halfway through her four-year
mandate, Mayor Valérie Plante says
her administration is well on the way
to delivering more than half of the
12,000 social and affordable housing
units she promised in the last election
campaign.
“As of September, after only
21 months in power, 52 per cent of
our goal of 12,000 housing units has
been achieved,” Plante said Sunday
to members of her Projet Montréal
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party at a general council meeting.
Party members gave Plante a
rousing cheer when she announced
that 6,240 new units were on the way.
However, when asked after the
speech when the units will actually be
built, she did not have that information
and could only confirm that the
financing for them has been lined up.
Plante was also unable to say how
many of the new units will be social
housing (subsidized) units and how
many will be affordable units (those
sold or rented for less than market

OTTAWA -- Christiane Paas-Lang
The Canadian Press
Published Tuesday, October 22, 2019
4:54AM EDT
The Liberals once more won
the most seats in the House of
Commons, but this time they do not
have an outright majority. So what
happens next?
With fewer than the 170 seats
needed to command the House on
their own, Justin Trudeau will need the
support of at least one other party to
pass legislation in Parliament -- and
survive a confidence vote on a speech
from the throne laying out his plans for
governing.Before then, Trudeau will
have to deal with some of the
implications of Monday's results.
Trudeau is still the prime
minister and Canada is technically still
in the same "ministry" -- essentially, the
same cabinet or administration -- as
before the election.
However, the first decision
See Page 4

Trudeau has won

Ensemble Montréal party warned that
some units sold as affordable units are
being flipped for quick profits.
For example, a three-bedroom
condo in Griffintown that sold for
$387,893 under the Accès-Condo
program was quickly resold for
$585,000, Ensemble Montréal Leader
Lionel Perez said.
On Friday, Montreal’s publicconsultation bureau wrapped up
hearings on a proposed bylaw
At a general council meeting on
requiring developers to include 15 to 20
Sunday, Montreal Mayor Valérie
per cent of social units and 20 per cent
Plante, seen in a file photo,
promised to continue to strive for
of affordable units in all new housing
an inclusive city. JOHN MAHONEY projects. It is scheduled for adoption in
/MONTREAL GAZETTE
the new year and will come into force in
values).
2021.
Speaking to reporters, Plante
Newly elected Plateau Montacknowledged that she was concerned
Royal Mayor Luc Rabouin, who
about the problem of speculation on
introduced Plante, said the party is on a
affordable units and is studying how to
deal with the problem.
Half of the 12,000
Last week, the opposition See Page 4
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Minority
governments -

Racial profiling: coalition of groups urge
Montreal cease police street checks

how do they work?
Have they been always
good for the country?
Zenaida Ferry-Kharroubi
For this edition just after the
recent Federal elections, it is
interesting to learn how minority
governments work and what are the
benefits that can result from them.
Apparently, at the time minority
governments are functioning, people
are not often aware of these benefits.
Hereunder is a review of six decades of
minority governments which I find quite
enlightening
and
historically
interesting:
A look at Canada’s seven
minority governments over six
decades shows a broad range
of results that were not always
so obvious at the time.
By Geoff Norquay
October 8, 2019
The Pearson minorities (196365 and 1965-68)
The rose-coloured perspective
on the productivity of minorities dates
from Liberal Prime Minister Mike
Pearson’s two minorities in the 1960s.
With the passage of time, these years
have come to be seen as a “golden
age” of modern nation building.
Supported by the NDP, Pearson’s
Liberals put in place a bounty of
progressive programs and initiatives,
including universal coverage of
hospitalization and medicare, the
Canada and Quebec Pension Plans,
the Canada Assistance Plan, the
Canada Student Loans program,
official bilingualism, the Maple Leaf flag
and groundbreaking labour legislation
that pioneered the 40-hour work week.
Not only did these initiatives create
much of the architecture of the modern
Canadian state, but they also have had
staying power, becoming part of the
national fabric.
Little of this was apparent at
the time. Despite these notable
achievements, the politics of the period
was uber-partisan and viciously
personal. Pearson and the opposition
leader, John Diefenbaker, regarded
each other with undisguised contempt:
each believed that the other was
unworthy of high office. Pearson’s
progressive
modernization
was
anathema to Diefenbaker. And by this
point in his career, Diefenbaker was at
war with much of his own party and
was imagining enemies and dastardly
conspiracies at every turn. While
Pearson and Diefenbaker hated each
other, they did have lieutenants like
George Hees for the Conservatives
and Mitchell Sharp for the Liberals who
could make deals.
The second Pearson minority
also added an important new wrinkle to
minority parliamentary practice and

procedure. In the winter of 1968, the
Liberals were defeated in a surprise
vote on an Income Tax Act
amendment. While the provision had
already passed committee and two
votes in the House, it was a defeat on a
budget measure, and technically the
government had lost confidence.
Pearson then brought his own
confidence motion to the House and
won, averting an election. The “doover” confidence vote became a
precedent, in which the “accidental”
defeat of a minority government can be
reversed by a subsequent vote.
The Trudeau minority (1972-74)
Pierre
Trudeau’s
first
government, formed in 1968, had a
majority, but by 1972, the bloom was
off the rose of Trudeaumania. That
year’s election produced a minority,
with the Liberals a mere two seats
ahead
of
Robert
Stanfield’s
Progressive Conservatives. The NDP
under David Lewis held the balance of
power. While Trudeau and Lewis were
patronizing to each other, thoughtful
intermediaries on both sides kept the
relationship
working.
Trudeau’s
principal secretary, Jim Coutts, played
a key role in calming the waters.
The early 1970s was a period
of growing economic nationalism in
Canada, fuelled by fears of American
economic domination of our economy.
Prompted and supported by the NDP,
the Trudeau government in 1973
created the Foreign Investment Review
Agency (FIRA) to ensure that the
foreign acquisition and establishment
of businesses in Canada would be
beneficial to the country. The
international oil crisis in fall 1973 gave
impetus to NDP calls for Canada to
have a publicly owned window on the
energy sector, and the Liberals in
response created Petro-Canada.
Also in 1973, the Trudeau
government amended the Elections
Act to regulate election expenses for
the first time. This was landmark
legislation that established most of the
principles still at the heart of Canada’s
party financing regulatory regime: a tax
credit system for donations, disclosure
of donations over $100 and
reimbursement for political parties’
election expenses. Limits were also
placed on the amounts that candidates
and parties were allowed to spend on
campaigns.
Of the three major Trudeau
initiatives in the 1972-74 period, only
the party financing and election
expense regulations had staying
power. Adjusted and improved many
times over the years, they continue in

Municipal councilor for Snowdon district, Marvin Rotrand (left), Dan
Phiip of the Black Coalition of Quebec (center) and Alain Babineau,
Counselor of Center for Research Action on Race Relations (CRARR)
PHOTO : RADIO-CANADA / CHARLES CONTANT
Friday, October 25,2 019
people, police officers go on a hunch
A coalition of groups are calling based on a stereotype looking for people
on Montreal to end random police checks that they think are involved in criminality,"
because they disproportionately target he said.
minorities.
Montreal Mayor Valerie Plante
The call comes in the wake of an said she found the revelations shocking,
independent report commissioned by the so did Montreal's police chief, Sylvain
SPVM found that a black person is almost Caron.
five times more likely to be stopped by
On Friday, however, minority
Montreal police than a white person, an groups asked for action: they want a
indigenous woman, 11 times more likely.
moratorium on street checks. Other cities
While the study found what it have already banned the practice,
called "systemic bias" by Montreal police, it according to Sharon Nelson, from the
did not state that officers were involved in Jamaica Association of Montreal.
racial profiling.
Young black men subjected to
City councillor of North African street checks feel shocked and humiliated,
descent denied entry into press she said.
conference on racial profiling
"They feel that they cannot trust
Racial profiling: visible minorities in the police anymore because they are now
Montreal not surprised by SPVM report
known to police because they are part of
Street checks are sometimes useful, that database," she said.
according to Alain Babineau, a former
City councillor Marvin Rotrand
RCMP officer, but too often, the practice is said he would present a motion to ban
a manifestation of an officer's racial bias.
street checks at a coming city council
"The problem occurs when meeting.

force today. Within a few years, both
FIRA and Petro-Canada fell victim to
different times and changed public
attitudes. In 1985, Brian Mulroney’s
Progressive Conservatives radically
reduced FIRA’s mandate and turned it
into Investment Canada, which actually
blocked some proposed investments,
unlike FIRA. In 1991, Mulroney
privatized Petro-Canada and began to
reduce the government’s majority
control of the company. In 2004, the
Chrétien government sold off the
remaining 19-percent federal stake in
the company.

The Clark minority (1979-80)
The Joe Clark minority
government elected in 1979 is notable
because it lost the popular vote to the
Liberals (35.9 percent versus 40.1
percent) while clearly winning the seat
count (136 seats to 114). Otherwise,
the government was a short-lived
disaster. Clark declared that he would
“govern as if he had a majority,” failed
to strike a deal with the six-member

See Page 6
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Magallanes and Parado
guilty of defaming Reyes

Fred Magallanes

By W. Quiambao
In his judgement letter of Oct.
4, Judge Stephhane Davignon wrote,
“(121) The condemned Mr. Fred
Magallanes and Ms. Julita Parado are
to personally pay M. Felix Reyes in
damages plus interest to legal
indemnities provided by Article 1619
under the Quebec Civil Code. (123)
The condemned Ms. Julita Parado to
pay Mr. Felix Reyes for punitive
damage plus interest to legal
indemnities provided by Article 1619
Quebec Civil Code. “
“If Ella were here, I know that
she would be happy,” said Reyes, who
is still grieving the death of his wife in
January. “Justice is served.”

Julie Parado

Although he spent about
$40,000 for legal fees when he sued
Magallanes and Parado for defamation
and
refused an out- of-court
settlement by their lawyers, Reyes,
former president of the FilipinoCanadian Associations of Quebec, had
no regrets making those decisions. He
was vindicated from the allegation of
Magallanes and Parado that he used
the $250 that belonged to FFCAQ. “It
doesn’t matter whether it was $25 or
$25,000.The bottom line is they
defamed me and my family. My lawyer
was right when she said that
Magallanes, Parado and the Filipino
Forum have been bullying the
community since its publication more
than 25 years ago. I don’t want other

Pinoy nannies in UAE graduate as
new social entrepreneurs

Nora Sinense Torres, a Filipino nanny in Dubai, says she will put
up a business that will not only help her family, but also her
community following her social entrepreneurship training.
Rachel Salinel, ABS-CBN News

Store for sale

on Vanhorne street
Fully equipped for a grocery,
bakery and take out food
For information call
Al at 514-605-0276
www.filipinostar.org

Filipinos to experience what I
experienced. That’s the legacy that I
want to leave when I’m gone. “
The animosity between Reyes
and Magallanes started in 2014.
Magallanes had been writing his
allegation that Reyes took the money
of FFCAQ which was its share in the
Long Sault Sports Meet in 2012.
Reyes initially ignored Magallanes’
allegation which lasted for a year.
Finally, in June 2015, he lodged a
complaint to the Quebec Press
Council,
a
private
non-profit
corporation dedicated for over 30
years to protect the public of the press
and defense of the right of the public to
quality reporting. The first decision of
QPC was released in March, 2016.
Magallanes was found guilty of
excessive relentless defamation and
harassment. Despite the stern,
warning, Magallanes dared the QPC
and wrote four more articles defaming
Reyes so QPC upheld its decision and
closed the case.
With the support of his wife
and two sons , Reyes hired a lawyer to
file a criminal case against Magallanes.
The lawyer sent Magallanes a demand
letter giving him 10 days to publish in
the front page of The Filipino Forum
the full text of QPC decision and a
retraction. Magallanes ignored the
letter of the lawyer. “Magallanes thinks
he is above the law,” said Reyes. “He
made mockery of justice. Meanwhile,
Parado, who Reyes calls the instigator
of Magallanes’ wrongdoings, added
insult to an injury when she wrote in
the Feb. 2016 issue of the Filipino
Forum the following: “...He (Reyes))

Rachel Salinel, ABS-CBN News
Eighteen Filipino nannies in
Dubai and Abu Dhabi in the United Arab
Emirates were among 116 graduates
who completed the Ateneo School of
Government’s Leadership and Social
Entrepreneurship (LSE) program last
October 25.
Nora Sinense Torres, a 39-yearold nanny in Dubai, was one of the
speakers at the commencement
exercise. She said her education
motivated her to learn more about
entrepreneurship.
“My plan after this program is to
apply all my learnings not only to myself
but also to my family. I want to put up a

Felix Reyes

has been using the funds of the
Federation in collaboration with his
interim treasurer. This is a criminal
offense.” It was then that Reyes
included Parado, in the lawsuit.
In the final public hearings on
April 10, 11, 12 at the Court of
Montreal, Magallanes and Parado had
no witnesses to support them while
Reyes had QPC, Ed Tupaz and Mercy
Sia, a former ally of the defendants.
She admitted that she was coaxed by
the defendants into testifying against
Reyes. “Magallanes thought that I
owed him for giving publicity to my
association which is FCVAM. During
the investigation, Reyes proved that
the
$250
was
on
Parado’s
safekeeping.
A few years ago, Magallanes
was sued by Budz Sarmiento and was
asked to pay the latter an undisclosed
amount.
business to help not only my family but
also my community,” she said.
Before going overseas, Torres
worked for 10 years as an accounting
clerk in a private college in Tarlac. It is
now her second time to work as a nanny
in the emirate.
The LSE is a six-month
empowerment and capacity-building
program to help overseas Filipinos
become agents of change and social
transformation. The program covers
three main areas of study and
pplication: leadership, financial literacy
See Page 13
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Trudeau wins

Trudeau makes will likely be to
reshuffle his cabinet, considering
Public Safety Minister Ralph Goodale
and Natural Resources Minister
Amarjeet Sohi lost their seats.
Trudeau's next decisions will
be to set a time for Parliament to
reconvene. Technically, the Governor
General summons a new Parliament,
but does so on the advice of the prime
minister.
The timing of reconvening the
House
has
varied
throughout
Canadian history. In 2015, it took over
a month for MPs to be called back to
Ottawa, though a new cabinet was
sworn in far earlier than that. Given that
there is less dramatic change than in
that year, it's possible we may see
Parliament return sooner.
When the new Parliament sits,
its very first order of business will be
the election of a Speaker. Geoff Regan,
the current Speaker, was re-elected to
his Halifax-area seat Monday but isn't
automatically returned to the position.
Minority governments,
explained
The longest-serving MP in the
House will preside over that election.
Louis Plamondon, a Bloc MP, will
oversee the proceedings for the fourth
time -- Plamondon has held his
Quebec seat since 1984 and was
comfortably re-elected.
And it's after the election of the
Speaker that the main event begins,
with a speech from the throne. In the
From Page 1

Half of the 12,000

high after seeing Plante speak to the
United Nations’ Summit on Climate
Change on Sept. 23 and host Swedish
activist Greta Thunberg for the Sept.
27 climate march in which 500,000
people took part.
In her speech, Plante vowed
that her administration would not allow
another fiasco like the Montreal
Children’s real-estate project approved
by her predecessor, Denis Coderre. In
September, she cancelled a sixth tower
on the site at Atwater Ave. and RenéLévesque Blvd. after the developer
refused to include social housing in the
luxury condo project.
Plante
said
she
was
disappointed that she was unable to
stop the massive Royalmount project
at Highway 40 and the Décarie
Expressway. However, she promised
that the future housing project on the
former Blue Bonnets racetrack will
serve as a counterpoint to it by
showcasing her administration’s socioeconomic and environmental priorities.
Plante told party members that
what makes her want to get up every
morning is “the notion of social equity”
— policies to improve the well-being of
all and not just the privileged few. She
promised to continue to strive for an
inclusive city where everyone belongs,
“whatever our socio-economic status,
whatever the colour of our skin,
whatever religion we practise,
whatever our sexual orientation or
gender and whoever we are.”
mscott@postmedia.com

speech, the government will lay out its
priorities and hint at what direction it
will take in the new Parliament.
The speech from the throne is
also the first opportunity for opposition
parties to try to bring down the
government in a confidence challenge.
Since the Liberals have less than a
majority of seats, they will need to
make sure they can secure at least 170
votes to keep the confidence of the
House and their grip on power.
Trudeau has a few options. For
one, he might bet that no party will
want to bring down the government
and potentially force another election - or otherwise give the Conservatives
the opportunity to form government.
In that case, Trudeau would
not make any agreements with the
opposition parties, bet that he would
survive a potential confidence vote
anyway, and from there see if he could
secure support on an issue-to-issue
basis.
But if he wants a more stable
situation, Trudeau could make a more
formal deal with another party to
secure its support on confidence
matters, an arrangement dubbed a
"confidence and supply" agreement.
Such a deal is in place in
British Columbia, where the NDP are in
government
and
maintain
a
parliamentary majority thanks to
support from the provincial Greens.
At the federal level, the most
likely partner for such an agreement
would be the NDP under Jagmeet
Singh. During the campaign, Singh laid
out six priorities for supporting another
party in a minority, including

pharmacare, investments in housing
and action on climate change.
In exchange for maintaining
the minority government, the NDP
would expect to influence government
policy on these files.
It's possible that the Liberals
could form a formal coalition with
another party -- in which members of
the other party serve in cabinet -- to
maintain a majority, though this is
unlikely.
The Bloc also has enough
seats to sustain a Liberal government
if it chooses to do so.
However they get there, the
goal of the Liberals will be to make
sure they have at least 170 votes for
confidence challenges and pieces of
major legislation.
Whether Trudeau wants to cut
a deal with another party or take it vote
by vote is up to him.
This report by The Canadian Press
was first published on Oct. 22, 2019.

A guide to Oct. 21’s results
Election results: The basics
Justin Trudeau’s Liberals won a
minority government on Monday, with
157 seats to the Conservatives’ 121.
Now, Mr. Trudeau faces the challenge
of working with other parties to
address the challenges of his second
mandate.
The Liberals held their territory
in the Toronto area and many of their
ridings in British Columbia, despite
Conservative and NDP efforts to break
through in Ontario’s strategic 905
region.
The
Conservatives,

Union calls for action on bed bugs
found in government buildings
Published Tuesday, October 29, 2019
4:38PM EDT
TORONTO -- The union representing
the majority of federal public servants
is calling on the government to take
some immediate steps to eradicate
bed bugs that have infested several of
their buildings.
The Public Service Alliance of
Canada (PSAC) is calling on the
federal government to inspect all
government buildings across Canada
for bed bugs and to offer
accommodations for employees to
work from home after the insects were
found in buildings in Ottawa,
Gatineau, Que. Montreal, Hamilton,
Toronto and Winnipeg.
“Employees have a right to
feel safe at work and want assurances
that bed bugs won’t follow them
home and impact their families,” the
union wrote in a news release. “The
employer has an obligation to take
proactive measures to eradicate bed
bugs in all federal buildings.”
Three weeks ago, an
Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada building in
Gatineau had to be evacuated after
bed bugs were found on every floor.
The government told CTV News
Ottawa at the time that a treatment on
one of the floors did not work and that
exterminators had to return for a fullbuilding treatment and treatment of
any affected employees’ homes.
A Shared Services Canada

building in Ottawa was also recently
treated for bed bugs and
cockroaches.
On Tuesday, the union also
released a five-second video of a bat
flying inside the Terrasses de la
Chaudiere (TDLC), a government
building in Gatineau, Que.
Andrew Shaver, the Union of
National Employees (UNE) national
executive vice president, said a joint
committee between employees and
government officials is needed to
make sure action is taken.
“We need them to take the
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meanwhile, dominated Alberta and
Saskatchewan, and the Greens gained
their first seat in Atlantic Canada.
Check here for full riding-by-riding
results and a breakdown of the parties’
seats by province.
Conservative Leader Andrew
Scheer warned that his party has put
Mr. Trudeau “on notice” and touted the
Conservatives’ win of the popular vote,
with about 34 per cent compared with
the Liberals’ 33. But his failure to
unseat the Liberals could also revive
questions about his leadership when it
comes up for review next year.
The Bloc Québécois more than
tripled its seat count, largely at the
expense of Jagmeet Singh’s New
Democrats in Quebec. Leader YvesFrançois Blanchet promised that the
Bloc, now the third-largest party, would
leave separatism on the back burner
and support legislation on a case-bycase basis, while advocating for
Quebeckers’
concerns
on
the
environment and provincial autonomy.
Who won, who lost and where
THE NEW POLITICAL MAP
By Tuesday morning, the
Liberals had 157 seats, falling short of
the 170 seats they needed for a
majority, the 177 they had at dissolution
and the 184 won in the 2015 election.
The Conservatives had 121
seats, up from 95 at dissolution; the
Bloc was in third place with 32 seats,
up from 10; the NDP had 24 seats,
down from 39; the Greens, who won a
single seat in 2015, now have three;
and one Independent, Jody WilsonRaybould, was elected.
health and safety of our members at
TDLC seriously, and set up a forum
where we stop working in (bat-

infested) silos and can finally start
working together to get things done,”
he told CTV News Ottawa.
CTV News Ottawa has
reached out to Public Service and
Procurement Canada, the department
responsible for government
administration, but representatives
have not responded.
With files from CTV News Ottawa
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Montreal among 19 Quebec municipalities
asking parents to delay Halloween

With torrential rain and strong
winds forecast for Oct. 31, at least 19
Quebec
municipalities,
including
Montreal, are asking parents to delay
trick-or-treating until Friday.
Saying it would be unsafe for
children to be out on slippery streets, the
following cities are pleading with parents
to postpone one of their children’s most
popular celebrations: Asbestos, Beloeil,
Brossard, Chambly, Drummondville,
Longueuil, Magog, McMasterville, MontSt-Hilaire, Varennes, St-Amable, StBruno, St-Colomban, Ste-Julie, StLambert, Shawinigan, Sorel-Tracy and
Trois-Rivières.
Montreal Mayor Valérie Plante
joined the chorus Wednesday afternoon.
“Weather advisory: I invite little and big
Montrealers to have Halloween on Friday
because of the rain and strong winds
announced tomorrow,” Plante said via
Twitter. It is believed to be the first time
Montreal has suggested postponing
Halloween.
In Ste-Julie, Mayor Suzanne Roy
said the exceptional amount of rain
forecast, as much as 40 millimetres, calls
for drastic action.
“Taking into account the safety
and comfort of the children and
adolescents who would be in the streets
to collect candy, we have decided to take
the exceptional step of postponing
(Halloween) until Friday,” she said in the
statement on the city’s website.
“Under normal circumstances,
rain would not force us change the date,
but the exceptional nature of the rain has

Scenes of Halloween past: Several Quebec communities are asking
residents to delay Halloween trick or treating until Friday, Nov. 1 due
to a bad weather forecast. JOHN MORSTAD / Montreal Gazette File Photo.
postpone the celebration because of
pushed us to do it.”
In Varennes, several residents rain, saying it has rained often in the
said they would prefer to celebrate past. “We will end up postponing
Halloween on Friday, Mayor Martin Christmas because there’s too much
Damphousse said.
snow,” one disgruntled Varennes parent
While some residents of the said on Facebook.
St-Lazare even put out a press
affected towns welcomed the delay,
others said the decision would pose release saying Halloween would be
celebrated on Oct. 31 on its streets,
numerous problems for parents.
Apart from breaking the news to although it did urge citizens to be more
excited children counting down the days cautious.
Provincial police said officers
to Halloween, some parents say they
have already made arrangements to take will patrol the cities and towns they cover
on Oct. 31 and Nov. 1.
Thursday off work or leave early.
“Some parents may choose to
Others said it’s ridiculous to
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go out on Oct 31,” said Sgt. Claude
Denis of the Sûreté du Québec.
Environment
Canada
has
issued a special weather statement
warning there could be significant rainfall
in more southern regions of the province
and snowfall in excess of 15 centimetres
in several parts of Quebec.
Those looking for someone to
blame can point a finger at a
meteorological depression from the
Great Lakes region. In the Montreal area,
the system will bring strong winds and
upward of 50 millimetres of rainfall
Thursday
and
Friday.
Nighttime
temperatures could drop to 6 C, and will
dip below freezing Friday.
Montreal’s children have braved
inclement weather before.
October 1933, for example, was
snowy and frigid in Montreal.
The temperature dipped as low
as minus-7 Celsius, and 22 centimetres
of snow had fallen by Oct. 25,
Environment Canada statistics show.
“Most heavily hit … were the
children who had for weeks been waiting
impatiently to go out in their new
costumes to celebrate the festival of
Hallowe’en,” the Montreal Gazette
reported in a 1946 article about the
winter of 1933.
The children “were forced to
make their rounds of neighbours’ homes
with collars and scarves hiding their
faces, and heavy boots covering their
feet, (their) mittened hands reaching out
for the customary ‘charity.’
“And the strangest sight of all
was seeing the kids dragging their booty
along the streets in sleighs.”
Andy Riga of the Montreal Gazette
contributed to this story.
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Opinyon/Komentaryo
ni Willie Quiambao
ANG PAGKAKAIBA NG TOTOONG
POLITIKA AT PANGKOMUNIDAD
NA POLITIKA
Ang
eleksyon
sa
pagkapangulo sa Amerika ay sa isang
taon pa pero nagsisiraan na ang mga
kandidato.
May nag-akusa ng
“inappropriate sexual behavior kay Joe
Biden. Sa Canada, eleksyon sa
buwang ito. May nagsasabing racist si
Justin Trudeau dahil nahuli siyang may
make up na itim. Sanay na ang mga
tunay na politiko sa mga paninira sa
kanila.
May
trabaho
namang
naghihintay sa kanila kapag nanalo

From Page 2

Minority governments

Ralliement créditiste caucus and was
defeated on his first budget after only
six months in office.
Despite its short time in power,
the Clark government can claim at least
partial credit for one significant policy
advance, Canada’s first access-toinformation legislation. Clark’s Bill C15, to create the Freedom of
Information Act, established a broad
right of access to government records.
It was debated at second reading at the
end of November 1979 and referred to
a standing committee but died on the
order paper when the government fell.
The re-elected Trudeau government
based its Access to Information Act on
the Clark legislation, and it was
enacted
in
July
1983.
With
improvements, it remains in force
today.
The Martin minority (2004-06)
The 2004 election returned the
Liberals to office under Paul Martin,
with 135 seats, 20 short of a majority,
and with the same number for the
Conservatives under Stephen Harper.
The seats of the Liberals and NDP
combined totalled 154, while the other
154
seats
belonged
to
the
Conservatives, the Bloc Québécois and
one independent, previously a
Conservative.
The Martin government chose
to govern through negotiations with the
other parties on a case-by-case basis.
With a tie between the government and
the opposition forces and the endless
Gomery Inquiry as backdrop, Martin’s
minority proved to be a fraught and
fractious period. While they didn’t
always agree on tactics, the three
opposition leaders — Stephen Harper,
Jack Layton and Gilles Duceppe —
developed a close working relationship
against the government, as did their
senior staffs.
Early
in
the
Martin
government, the Prime Minister
reached a 10-year deal with the
provinces and territories to increase

sila. Iyon ang dahilan kaya maraming
nagtatanong sa ating komunidad kung
bakit tumatakbo sa asosasyon tulad ng
FAMAS ang ibang kababayan natin
kahit walang suweldo at bago sila
makatakbo, magbabayad pa sila ng
candidacy fee. Nauunawaan ko ang
dahilan. Iyon ay upang magkaroon
lamang sila ng titulo tulad ng
presidente o direktor. Malaking bagay
nga naman ito sa kanila. Sikat sila dahil
nakasasalamuha nila ang mayor or
konsehal na ang totoo ay kailangan
sila pagdating ng eleksyon kaysa
kailangan nila ang mga ito. Ang isa
federal health care funding by $41
billion, to lower their cost pressures
and reduce wait times for essential
services. The federal commitment
included a 6-percent annual increase in
federal transfers. A divisive and yearslong debate was concluded with the
legalization of same-sex marriage in
2005.
Another
significant
accomplishment was to initiate the
transfer of federal gas tax revenues to
municipalities. Finally, in 2006,
following 18 months of consultations
and just four days before Parliament
was dissolved, the Prime Minister and
the premiers signed the Kelowna
Accord. It promised $5 billion in federal
funding to Indigenous communities
over five years to meet improvement
targets in education, housing and
health care.
Of the Martin government’s
accomplishments, both the legalization
of same-sex marriage and the gas tax
transfer had lasting impacts. In 2019,
the Liberals under Justin Trudeau
doubled the gas tax transfer, which
moved $2.2 billion to municipalities.
The Martin health care accord with the
provinces and territories ran its 10
years, but it did not prove to be the
transformational “deal for a generation”
that Martin claimed it would be. At its
conclusion, most analysts agreed that
the accord had purchased little real
change and had not appreciably
reduced wait times. As for the Kelowna
Accord, experts disagreed on whether
the Martin government had actually
funded its investments, and the
subsequent
Harper
government
allowed its commitments to lapse.
The Harper minorities (2006-08
and 2008-11)
The 2006 federal election gave
Stephen Harper’s Conservatives 133
seats, placing them 30 seats ahead of
the Liberals but 22 seats short of a
majority. Paul Martin resigned, and
Harper chose to govern through caseby-case
negotiations
with
the
opposition parties. Harper tried to
obtain a majority again in 2008, but

pang dahilan kaya tumatakbo sa
posisyon ang ibang kababayan natin
ay upang magkapera. Ito ang hindi ko
maunawaan. Mahalaga nga ba ang
pera kaysa dangal? Nakalulungkot
isipin na dahil ang sa mga taong tulad
nila, nadadamay ang ibang tapat ang
hangaring maglingkod sa komunidad.
Sila rin ang sumisira sa kahulugan ng
salitang volunteerism.
MAY MGA KABABAYAN DIN
TAYONG TAPAT ANG
HANGARING MAGLINGKOD SA
KAPWA
Si Trans Liganor na dating
presidente ng QACFT ay nagpapadala
ng mga libro, papel at kapote sa Nueva
Viscaya. Ganoon din ang ginagawa
niya pag-uwi roon. Tinuturuan niya rin
ang mga batang hindi marunong
magsulat at bumasa. Ang asawa ng
isang dating pangulo ng FAMAS ay
naglalaan ng budget para tumulong sa
magbibigay ng groceries pag-uwi sa
Bicol. Nais niyang ibahagi ang
biyayang nakakamit nila sa Canada. Si
Dick Dahiroc na dating presidente ng
FAMAS ay nagbibigay ng ulo ng
salmon at buto ng manok sa mga
kaibigan na pakikinabangan ang mga

while the Conservatives increased their
seat count, they again fell short of the
159 seats necessary for a majority.
Most of the Harper years were
characterized by leadership turmoil in
the Liberal Party, as it chose first
Stéphane Dion and then Michael
Ignatieff, who in turn was succeeded by
Bob Rae on an interim basis. Both the
40th and 41st Parliaments were
intensely partisan. Surprisingly, Jack
Layton and Stephen Harper had a
grudging respect for each other’s
professionalism, which allowed them to
do transactions.
When the government’s 2008
fall economic update failed to
announce stimulus measures in the
face of the rapidly developing world
credit crisis and recession, the
opposition leaders threatened to topple
the government. The Liberals and the
NDP proposed a coalition government
supported by the Bloc Québécois. After
several days of crisis, Harper secured a
highly controversial prorogation from
the Governor General. Dion resigned
and Harper survived.
A
notable
Harper
accomplishment was his eventual
response to the worst global financial
crisis since the Great Depression.
Chastened by their recent near-death
experience at the hands of the
opposition and forced to play against
their conservative fiscal instincts,
Harper and his finance minister, Jim
Flaherty, embraced Keynes in the 2009
budget by including $40 billion in
stimulus and $20 billion in personal
income tax cuts, and taking the country
sharply into deficit. The government’s
aggressive response enabled the
Canadian economy to recover more
quickly and come out of the recession
stronger than other G7 countries.
There had been earlier
successes as well. For years, Canadian
municipalities had complained about
the growing national infrastructure
deficit, estimated in 2007 by the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
at $123 billion. The Conservative
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ito. Si Liganor, ang asawa ng dating
presidente ng FAMAS at si Dahiroc ay
hindi nagsasamantala. Sa halip ay
tumutulong sila sa kanilang kapwa.. At
ang pagtulong nila ay taos sa puso,
hindi dahil presidente o director sila ng
mga asosasyon. Sila ang dapat
tularan.
NAKARMA SI MAGALLANES AT
PARADO
Nang sabihin ni Felix Reyes na
nagsampa siya ng demanda laban
kay Fred Magallanes at Julita Parado,
nagtawa ako. “Nakatagpo sila ng
katapat,” sabi ko. Subalit iwinasto niya
ako. “Ang sabihin mo ay nakatagpo
sila ng grabe pa sa kanila.” Hindi ko
masisisi si Reyes. Maraming taong
siniraan sina Magallanes at Parado.
Totoo na kilala na ang dalawa sa
komunidad at hindi na sila pinapansin
pero may naniniwala pa rin sa kanilang
isinusulat tulad ng mga bagong dating.
Ang bawat nilalang ay may
karapatang
pangalagaan
ang
kaniyang dangal, mahirap o mayaman,
matalino at mangmang. Ito ang dapat
isipin ni Magallanes at Parado.
budgets in 2006 and 2007 quadrupled
federal infrastructure transfers from
$8.2 billion in 2005-06 to $33 billion in
2007-08, increased the forward budget
commitment period from four to seven
years and focused infrastructure
transfers through the new Building
Canada Fund.
At the 2010 G8 Summit hosted
by Canada, the Conservatives
launched a signature commitment to
the summit’s initiative on maternal,
newborn and child health (MNCH).
Starting with a leadership pledge of
$2.85 billion for 2010-15, the
government followed up with an
additional $3.5-billion commitment for
2015-20.
The impact of Harper’s bump
in infrastructure spending was
significant because it sharply raised
ongoing investments over a multi-year
timeline. Extending that budget
timeline to seven years enhanced
predictability and facilitated provincial
and municipal planning. The Trudeau
Liberals have built on these initiatives in
every budget they have presented.
Harper’s MNCH investments placed
Canada in the forefront of efforts to
help women and children, and the
Trudeau government has built further
on the Conservative commitments.
Perhaps the largest lesson to
be learned from evaluating the
contributions of Canada’s minority
governments is that it is best not to
judge each one’s success until several
years have passed. This perspective is
essential, because in the moment, an
individual government’s achievements
can be easily drowned out by over-thetop partisanship, the scandal du jour,
the damning report of a public inquiry
or the poisonous relationships between
political protagonists.
Far from being merely interim
periods between “normal” majority
governments, Canadian minorities
have made significant contributions to
this country’s development and
progress.
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Trudeau's to-do list: calm rising regional
tensions, heal rifts with premiers

The
Liberal
minority
government will require wheeling and
dealing with federal, provincial leaders
Kathleen Harris · CBC News · Posted:
Oct 22, 2019 3:31 PM ET | Last
Updated: October 22
Fresh from an electoral victory
with a weakened grip on power, Justin
Trudeau is now facing a backlash from
portions of a divided electorate and a
long list of demands from federal and
provincial leaders.
The Liberals won 157 seats in
Monday's election, far short of the 170
required for a majority government.
The party was completely shut out in
Alberta and Saskatchewan — an
electoral wipeout that cost the party
two key cabinet ministers.
The minority means Trudeau
must adopt a give-and-take approach
to survive in the House of Commons,
and must also find a way to fill a
regional representation gap in the
West.
In his victory speech in
Montreal Monday night, Trudeau said
he understood the growing frustration
in the Prairie provinces, and promised
to support them and govern for
everyone across the country.
Today, Saskatchewan Premier
Scott Moe issued an open letter via
Twitter pointing out the Liberal minority
did not win the popular vote and does
not have a "clear mandate," as Trudeau
had claimed.
"The path our federal government has
been on the last four years has divided
our nation. Last night's election results
showed the sense of frustration and
alienation in Saskatchewan is now
greater than it has been at any point in
my lifetime," Moe wrote.
Moe called for a "new deal" for
Canada and said he's ready to meet
with Trudeau at any time to discuss his
demands: elimination of the federal
carbon tax, a new equalization formula
for Saskatchewan and Alberta, and a
plan to build pipelines to get oil exports
to international markets.
Trudeau's Conservative
warnings
"Prime minister, you said you
heard our frustrations and want to
support us. We are ready for you to

Liberal Leader Justin Trudeau addresses Calgary supporters during a
rally in the city late Saturday night. (Terri Trembath/CBC)

prove it," he said.
Throughout the campaign,
Trudeau criticized several Conservative
premiers by name, accusing them of
imposing deep and harmful cuts,
failing to tackle climate change and
taking steps to limit abortion services.
Conservative Leader Andrew
Scheer said Trudeau's strategy may
have scored some political points but it
left Canadians deeply divided, with
region pitted against region.
"It's clear, based on the results
last night, when you have two entire
provinces completely reject the
approach of this Liberal government,
and when you look at how Justin
Trudeau has attacked our energy
sector, has ignored the concerns of
Alberta and Saskatchewan and has
demonized premiers who disagree
with him ... the results last night speak
for themselves," Scheer said during a
news conference in Regina.
Peter Loewen, a political science
professor at the University of Toronto,
said Trudeau's options for ensuring
regional representation are limited.
"He could appoint a senator
from each province to cabinet, but that
would backtrack on his principle of not
having senators in caucus. He could
appoint a cabinet minister from outside
Parliament provided they committed to
run in a byelection, but none are
coming," he said by email.
"Or he could entice someone
from another party to come over. But

that won't happen. So, I suspect there
is nothing he can do."
Surviving with a minority
Aside from the regional
representation dilemma, Trudeau also
must develop a strategy for advancing
his legislative agenda with a minority
government.
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh
has said he will work with the Liberals
to push policy priorities that improve
the lives of Canadians. He would not
divulge details during a news
conference in Burnaby, B.C. today, but
said everything is on the table.
Watch
NDP Jagmeet Singh says it's
too soon to say how he will negotiate
with the Liberals to advance NDP
priorities. 1:00
"I can say that much, that we
are not ruling out anything, but we're
not going to negotiate that here," Singh
said.
"And what I can tell you is that
our priorities are very clear. We've laid
those out throughout the campaign,
how we want to see investments in
health care, we want to see housing
more affordable, we want to help out
students, we want real action on
climate justice."
Bloc Québécois Leader YvesFrançois Blanchet said his party is
prepared to use the "strong leverage"
of its 32 seats in the House of
Commons, but the burden is on the
Liberals to make Parliament work.

Montreal to give pedestrians more time
to cross street at key intersections

In Montreal, an average of 14
pedestrians are killed every year by
motor vehicles, and of those, nearly 60
per cent are over the age of 65.
That high death toll has
prompted city officials to introduce
new safety measures for pedestrians,
including giving people more time to
get across the street at several as-yetunnamed intersections.
Among other measures, the
city will introduce new sounds to
signal when pedestrians are free to
cross, and it will improve the road

paint to make it more evident to drivers
that they aren't allowed to park within
five metres of a street corner.
Coun. Éric Alan Caldwell, the
executive committee member in
charge of urban planning and mobility,
said all road users — drivers and
pedestrians alike — must be vigilant
when navigating the city.
"We share the route. We share
the responsibility," Caldwell said.
Montreal will reduce speed
limits to make streets safer for
pedestrians

Trudeau's 'duty'
"Mr. Trudeau has this duty," he
said.
Trudeau held a meet and greet
event with Montreal commuters this
morning, but he does not have a news
conference
scheduled
before
Wednesday.
He did have a telephone
conversation with Ontario Premier
Doug Ford — an exchange the
premier's office described as "positive
and constructive" — about how they
can work together.
"They discussed shared goals
for the province and agreed to work
collaboratively to move important
projects forward," says a statement
from Ford's office which cites
Trudeau's support for a Toronto-area
transit project.
Premier Moe demands 'new
deal,' says he is handing Justin
Trudeau a 'fire extinguisher'
"The Premier thanked the Prime
Minister for his support of the Ontario
Line and his recognition of this
important project that will help end
gridlock and get people moving across
the Greater Toronto Area. The two
leaders committed to sitting down to
continue this discussion on their desire
to work together for the betterment of
the people they both serve."
Ford kept a low profile
throughout the campaign, but Trudeau
repeatedly raised his name at events,
warning that premier's deep cuts
would serve as a template for Sch
Alberta Premier Jason Kenney also
spoke with Trudeau today. Recapping
the call on Twitter, Kenney said he
congratulated the prime minister on his
reelection, then "underscored that the
deep frustration expressed by
Albertans is very real."
"National unity & economic
prosperity
require
a
profound
response. We must get pipelines built
& get a fair deal in the federation,"
Kenney tweeted.
Two of Trudeau's primary tasks
following the election are to craft a
throne speech and select a new
cabinet.

being launched now because
November, with its shorter days, is the
month with the highest number of
traffic accidents involving pedestrians.
The campaign is part of an
action plan dubbed Vision Zero, which
aims to eliminate deaths and serious
injuries in the Montreal road network.

With files from Valeria Cori-Manocchio

Pedestrian hit by cement truck
while using crosswalk in AhuntsicCartierville
The awareness campaign is
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Bridge program
(higher education)

A Bridge program is a formal
partnership between two post-secondary
institutions that provides students with
advanced standing in a degree program
at one institution as recognition of
previous academic experience in a similar
field of study at another institution.
Typically, a bridge program student holds
a two-year college degree, and is seeking
advancement in their profession by
obtaining a four-year or graduate degree.
This differs from Bridging
Programs offered by Ontario colleges for
newcomers to the country. For example,
Humber College in Toronto offers
Bridging Programs for Internationally
Trained Engineers and IT Professionals,
who are recent immigrants to Canada.[1]
These are short-term technical programs
offered to professionals who already
possess a minimum of a bachelor's
degree. These programs "bridge" the gap
between a newcomer's prior experience
and their future employment in Canada.
Most bridge programs can be
categorized into three types of
agreements:[2]
Bilateral: An agreement outlined
between two institutions and two specific
programs of similar content. Students are
permitted to use some of their initial
credits toward the completion of another
program at the partner institution.
Example: Seneca/York Joint Degrees
Multilateral:
An
agreement
between one institution and several
institutions that offer related programs of
interest. The completion of one program
will directly lead to a specific degree
program. Example: The completion of
any Ontario Public College Recreation
and Leisure Services Diploma and
entrance to Brock University’s Bachelor of
Recreation and Leisure Studies
Concurrent: A collaborative
agreement between two institutions,
whereby students will work toward two
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sets of qualifications (such as a diploma
and a degree) at the same time, and on
the same campus. Example: University of
Guelph-Humber.
History of Bridge Programs in Ontario
The
College
University
Consortium Council (CUCC) was created
in 1996 by the Ministry of Training,
Colleges, and Universities as an advisory
body to help devise direct transfer routes
between post-secondary institutions for
all Ontario students. Its mission statement
specifies that the main objective of the
council is to “facilitate, promote and
coordinate joint education and training
ventures that will: aid the transfer of
students from sector to sector; facilitate
the creation of joint programs between
colleges and universities; and further the
development of a more seamless
continuum of post-secondary education
in Ontario.[3]
Membership in
the council is voluntary for all postsecondary institutions, but is highly
encouraged. While the CUCC aims to
help institutions create bridge programs,
it still maintains that colleges and
universities have full autonomy on the
specifics of the agreements created.[4]
One of the first projects of the CUCC, was
the development of a mutual agreement
between
Ontario
colleges
and
universities. In 1999, Ontario colleges and
universities signed the Ontario CollegeUniversity Degree Completion Accord
(Port Hope Accord), which solidified their
commitment to create province-wide
agreements to help college graduates
enter university programs. This Accord
was a monumental achievement, as it
explicitly stated that a three year college
diploma program should provide a
student with a minimum of eleven transfer
credits (equivalent to at least 2 years of
study) toward a four year bachelor’s
degree, and a two year diploma program
should allow the student to earn six to
eight university transfer credits toward a
degree (equivalent to 1 or 1.5 years).
These minimum requirements were

chosen based on the average amount of
transfer credits awarded in the past by
Registrars’ Offices across Ontario
Universities. Within five years of attaining
signatures, forty new college-university
agreements were made, providing more
opportunities for students to attain a
comprehensive education.[5]
By 2005 however, the Bob Rae
Report declared that “nowhere near
enough progress has been made”
because student demand for transfer
agreements still overpowered the actual
number of diploma to degree programs
available. The Report suggested that
research must be done to link up related
programming between institutions into
collaborative degree programs, and
create more academic pathways for
students to achieve their career goals.[6]
It also suggested the creation of core,
generic courses offered at all institutions
that could be instantly transferable in any
Ontario diploma or degree program.[7]
The Higher Education Quality Council of
Ontario was established in the same year
as an advisory body to the provincial
government, commissioning research on
student post-secondary experience and
recommendations to improve higher
education in Ontario.
To better serve students
interested in researching bridge program
pathways, the CUCC made information
much more accessible by developing the
Ontario College-University Transfer
Guide, an online resource that lists
existing agreements between institutions
that is searchable by program interest, as
well as a detailed explanation of transfer
credits granted in each agreement. This
online guide will help to promote existing
bridge programs in Ontario by providing
students, guidance councillors, academic
advisors, and parents a comprehensive
source for all possible degree program
pathways. As of October 2010, there were
514 agreements listed.[8]
In the attempt to make further
progress in Ontario's credit transfer
policies, the Ministry of Training, Colleges
and Universities established a new
coordinating body in 2011 to replace the
CUCC. The Ontario Council for
Articulation and Transfer (ONCAT) aims to
improve transfer pathways for students by
focusing
on
creating
multilateral
agreements between institutions to
maximize the number of transfer credits
earned, and the number of students
eligible to enrol in bridge programs. It
also pledges to create consistency
among programs of similar content in the
province to help ease student mobility.
ONCAT's ultimate goal is to create a
transfer model framework that grants all
college diploma graduates the possibility
to begin a degree program without
repeating courses of similar content.
Limitations to the Creation of Bridge
Programs
Dualistic post-secondary system
The Ontario college system was
created in 1965 as a solution to the
growing number of secondary school
graduates who could not be sustained by
the current post-secondary system. It was
developed as a separate pathway from
university, with different secondary school
prerequisites, that would ultimately lead
students to a distinct set of career
choices.[9] Since the inception of the
college
system,
post-secondary
education in Ontario has preserved its
separate yet parallel tracks, despite
changing demands in the workforce. With
the shift of the job market toward hiring
employees with bachelor or graduate
degrees for occupations that previously
accepted college diplomas, it is
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becoming less and less likely for students
to enroll in a diploma program if they
cannot be guaranteed entry into a
bachelor's program upon completion of
their courses.[10] Creating mutually
beneficial bridge programs between
colleges and universities may prove to be
difficult, as both systems were created
and have since progressed as completely
separate entities with distinct policies and
curriculum to meet the needs of their
student body.
Misconceptions
Through a series of interviews
with senior administrators at colleges and
universities throughout Ontario, Danielle
Renaud began a preliminary study in the
year 2000 to discover the major barriers
to collaborative programs between postsecondary institutions. A total of twentyfive colleges and eighteen universities
were surveyed. The most commonly
perceived obstacle to the creation of
bridge programs mentioned by both
college and university administrators was
the existence of elitist attitudes by some
university
faculty.
The
college
respondents regarded university faculty
as “arrogant” and unapproachable, and
did not feel confident that their efforts
would be positively received. University
respondents echoed this statement,
admitting that faculty often viewed college
programs as a “lesser education” and
that this stereotypical mindset would be
difficult to overcome.[11] University
faculty may be hesitant to approach the
subject of collaborative agreements with
college diploma programs because they
do not view it as a relationship that will
benefit the reputation of their own
institution. They continue to view colleges
in their traditional role as a preparation for
the workplace, and feel as though they
must protect the integrity of a university
education by remaining a separate
entity.[12] On the other hand, many
college faculty are also fearful of an
impending union with universities, as they
are concerned that they will be swallowed
by the larger institution and lose their
voice in the decision making process.
They value their programming and
presume that the universities will be
unwilling to make compromises when it
comes
to
creating
program
parameters.[13]
Ambiguity of Transfer Credit
Process
The ambiguity of the current
transfer situation between colleges and
universities does not promote the
attainment of higher knowledge in a field
of study, as many students feel
discouraged to continue in their studies
when their prior experience is not always
fully recognized at the university level.
Most current bridge programs were
created out of individual efforts of faculty
members in specific departments,
separate from the institution as a whole.
These idiosyncrasies make the transfer
process sometimes difficult, as students
must navigate inconsistent admissions
policies that do not always work in their
favour.[14] In addition, most universities
will not tell students how many transfer
credits they will receive until they have
actually applied to the program. Without a
uniform system to assess transfer credits,
students have no way of predicting how
many transfer credits they will receive at
each university, or how their diploma
program will prepare them for university
studies.[15]
Disparity in Province-wide
Curriculum
One of the largest impediments

See Page 12
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First Filipino Canadian Futures Conference held at
Concordia University, September 28, 29, 30, 2019

The recent Filipino-Canadian
Futures
Conference,
held
on
September 27 – 29, 2019, focused on
finding new ways to strengthen the
educational attainment and leadership
capacity of Filipino youth in Montreal.
Spearheaded by three Montreal-based
Filipinas, Monica Anne Batac, France
Clare Stohner and Maria Liza Escutin,
the conference coordinators drew on
their different networks, organizational
experiences,
and
educational
backgrounds to organize a rich
program reflective of the diversity of
the Montreal Filipino community.
Supported by Dr. Kimberley Manning,
Professor at Concordia University and
current Principal of the Simone de
Beauvoir Institute, the conference
accessed various institutional funding
sources, including the Community
Action Fund, the Sustainability Action
Fund, and the Office of Community
Engagement. Two visiting scholars, Dr.
Leonora Angeles (Associate Professor,
University of British Columbia) and Dr.
Fritz Pino (Assistant Professor,
University of Regina in Saskatchewan),
offered their expertise and time
towards the conference by offering,
each, a keynote talk, active workshop
participation, and facilitation and
resource support. The conference also
employed two Filipino university
students, Shenna Morales Ramos of
Concordia University and Chloe
Rodriguez of McGill University.
Working with the core themes
of
Transformative
Leadership,
Community-Campus
Connections,
and Youth Empowerment, the
conference gathered Filipino youth,
youth leaders, practitioners and
professionals, community leaders, and
community-engaged scholars to
create
greater
intergenerational
capacity for community organizing and
research, and strategize for the future.
The conference incorporated three
different sites for its day-time events:
McGill
University,
Concordia
University, and FAMAS. As well, two
student-led social activities were
organized for the Friday evening.
On Friday, September 27, Dr.
Fritz Pino from the University of Regina
delivered a talk on Complexities of
“Gender Passing”: Toward a Queer
and Trans Theorizing in Social Work
Practice.
Important
questions
discussed included: How might social
workers respond and engage in issues
and concerns related to gender
passing? How might queer and trans
theory be helpful for social workers to
understand the personal and individual
as well as the socio-political nuances
of gender passing? The afternoon was
left open for those to attend the
Climate Change Strike demonstrations
in the city. In the evening the Filipino
Organization of Concordia University
Students (FOCUS) organized a
networking event at Reggie’s Bar on
campus. Afterwards, there was a
special event organized by BAHAY that
showcased local Filipino and Asian
artists and DJs. This event also raised
funds for Operation Sagip of ABS-CBN

Debbie Resurreccion’s theme “Transforming Lives Through Passion and
Purpose” is on the screen during the Saturday morning session.

Foundation.
Saturday, September 28, the
core conference day, began with a
morning
keynote
by
Debbie
Resureccion, faculty member at

about supporting and encouraging
Filipinos to work with and for the
Filipino community.
The next panel session on
Youth Empowerment was facilitated by

One of the keynote speakers, Dr. Leonora B. Angeles (2nd from left),
associate professor at the University of British Columbia, poses with
the conference organizers.

Dawson College, entitled Transforming
lives through passion and purpose.
Resurreccion also facilitated the panel
discussion
on
Transformational
Leadership with Jiestine Horlador,
Ynah Kristine B. Sison, and France
Clare Stohner. The Transformative
Leadership
Panel
gathered
in
conversation
emerging
and
established Filipino professionals in
the areas of Education, Leadership
Training, Counselling, Psychotherapy
and Social Work. In sharing their
diverse experiences and personal
professional trajectories, the panel
engaged the audience in dialogue

Monica Anne Batac, who is a Ph.D.
candidate in Social Work at McGill
University. The panelists were Marko
de Guzman and Lhori Webster of
Pinoys on Parliament, a national
initiative out of Ottawa; Amina Biona,
Chloe Rodriguez, and Julia Baladad of
PINAY POWER II, a three-day Filipina/x
feminist conference held in April 2019
at McGill University; and Kiara Palanca,
one of the inaugural interns of the
C a n a d i a n - P h i l i p p i n e
Interparliamentary Internship Program.
These three distinct projects have all
come about in the past year, illustrating
the continued momentum and need of

Filipino youth-led and youth-serving
initiatives, and how the youth leaders
are taking inspiration from each other’s
work.
Later in the afternoon, Dr.
Leonora Angeles of the University of
British Columbia delivered the
keynote, Building Leadership and Civic
Capacities
Towards
Community
Healing and Recovery in the Filipino
Diaspora. In her abstract, she writes, “I
argue for a historical social memory
grounding of our national and racial
rage wounds inducing further sociopolitical conflicts, dissent and
disharmony that manifest within
Filipino diasporic organizations in
Canada. Excavating and exhuming
insights
on
historical
and
contemporary continuities and inform
future literary and artistic productions
as well as current organizations, social
movements and interventions towards
inter-generational healing, social repair
and
capacity
building.”
The
conference organizers and facilitators
reconfigured the day’s schedule in
order to leave ample time for
discussion
and
processing
information, particularly Dr. Angeles’
keynote. Closing remarks were shared
by Dr. Fritz Pino, Dr. Kimberly Manning,
and Monica Anne Batac, with an open
invitation to attend the conference’s
last day.
The final day of the conference
on Sunday, September 29 was held at
FAMAS Community Center, and
focused on current Community
Projects. Alfonso (Al) Abdon of the
Filipino Heritage Montreal discussed
the society’s mandate and work,
including the recent collaboration with
Concordia University’s Centre for Oral
History and Digital Storytelling. He also
informally shared an oral history of the
development of Filipino community
organizations in Montreal. Lourdes
Fabia, the lead coordinator of Buklod,
shared
information
about
the
Strengthening
Filipino
Families
Program, organized through the Côtedes-Neiges
Black
Community
Association. Lastly, community artists
Deann Louise C. Nardo and Feliz Tupe
(Felikinesis) discussed the process
behind the Nandito Tayo / We are Here
/ Nous sommes ici project with PINAY
Quebec. After lunch, a lively
discussion ensued about potential
next steps and future directions
stemming from the conference, during
which several community members
expressed their desire to help organize
a follow-up event to keep up the
momentum.
The
conference
organizers and volunteers, alongside
several additional community leaders
invite conference participants and
interested community members to the
follow-up
event
at
Concordia
University on Saturday, October 26,
2019. Theme: World Cafe on
Leadership and the Future of our
Intergenerational Filipino Community
Saturday, October 26, 2019, 12:006:30pm, Concordia University: 12th
floor of the Hall Building, 1455 de
Maisonneuve Street, Montreal.
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We respectfully solicit the support of our elected
officials in all levels of government as well as CEOs and
business owners to raise funds needed for a DLI No.

As founder and director-general of Gilmore College International, I
invited these young professionals as a follow up to the First Filipino
Canadian Futures Conference (see story on page 9) as I am planning to
create a bridging program for the Filipino-|Canadian community and
other ethnic groups who may want to go to higher education. It was a
great pleasure to welcome them at my school: Sheena Morales Ramos,
Maria Liza Escutin, France Stohner, Monica Batac, me, Debbie
Resurrecciion, and Ira Mamis from the Yukon (October 8, 2019).

Selfie by Michel Lao Vargas - Not able to put all the names but
recognizable are our MNA David Birnbaum of D’Arcy Mgee Riding, Kim
Manning, principal of Simon Beauvoir Institute. I was able to attend the
morning session only as I had to teach French classes in the afternoon.
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Yellow Adobo

Though widely accepted as the
national dish of the Philippines, no two
adobos are the same. This one calls for an
unapologetic amount of turmeric, which
has a somewhat bitter, definitely earthy
flavor, and those deep, dark notes are
backed up by charred coconut. This
recipe is from Bad Saint, one of Bon
Appétit's Hot 10, America's Best New
Restaurants 2016.
YIELD: 4 servings
INGREDIENTS
•10 dried bay leaves
•2 tablespoons black peppercorns
•2 tablespoons ground turmeric
•1/4 cup unsweetened shredded coconut
•1/2 head of cauliflower, broken into small
florets
•1/4 kabocha squash, cut into 1-inch
pieces (about 2 cups)
•3 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided
•Kosher salt, freshly ground pepper
•1 small white onion, chopped
•2 medium shallots, chopped
•6 large garlic cloves, chopped
•1 (3-inch) piece ginger, peeled, finely
grated
•1 teaspoon crushed red pepper flakes
•2 (13.5-ounce) cans unsweetened
coconut milk
•1 cup sugarcane vinegar or distilled
white vinegar, divided
•4 chicken legs, drumsticks and thighs,
separated
•3 tablespoons (or more) honey
•Unsalted, roasted pumpkin seeds
(pepitas), thinly sliced Fresno chiles, and
sliced scallion (for serving)
Special Equipment
A layer of cheesecloth
PREPARATION
Place bay leaves and
peppercorns in center of cheesecloth and
tie closed with kitchen twine; set sachet
aside. Toast turmeric in a dry small skillet
over medium-low heat, stirring often, just
until fragrant (be careful not to let it
brown), about 3 minutes. Transfer to a
plate.
Cook coconut in same skillet over
medium-high heat, stirring occasionally,
until burnt (not browned: burnt), about 3
minutes. Grind in a spice mill or with a
mortar and pestle or finely chop. Transfer
to another plate.
Heat oven to 375°F. Toss
cauliflower and squash on a large rimmed
baking sheet with 1 Tbsp. oil to coat;
season with salt and pepper.
Roast vegetables, tossing occasionally,
until browned and tender, 30–40 minutes.

Heat remaining 2 Tbsp. oil in a
large Dutch oven or other heavy pot over
medium-high. Add onion, shallots, garlic,
and ginger and cook, stirring often, until
golden brown and very fragrant, 8–10
minutes. Add red pepper flakes and cook,
stirring often, just until fragrant, about 1
minute. Stir in toasted turmeric, coconut
milk, and 3/4 cup vinegar. Bring to a boil
and cook until liquid is reduced by about
one-third, 20–30 minutes.
Meanwhile, prepare a grill for
medium-high heat (or heat a grill pan over
medium-high). Season chicken with salt
and pepper and grill, turning occasionally,
just until skin is charred (chicken will not
be cooked through at this point), 8–10
minutes.
Add chicken and reserved sachet
to turmeric sauce. Cook, partially covered,
until chicken is tender, 60–80 minutes. Stir
honey and remaining 1/4 cup vinegar in a
small bowl until honey is dissolved; add to
braise, then add roasted cauliflower and
squash. Taste and season with more salt
or honey as needed.
Divide adobo among bowls and
top
with burnt coconut, pumpkin
seeds, chiles, and scallion.
Do Ahead:
Adobo can be made 3 days
ahead. Let cool; cover and chill. Reheat
gently before serving.

Rellenong Hipon
Ingredients
1 pound large shrimps (31-35 count)
1/4 pound ground pork
1/4 cup green onions, chopped
1/4 cup water chestnuts, chopped
1/4 cup carrots, shredded
2 cloves garlic, peeled and minced
1 teaspoon soy sauce
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
15 pieces spring roll wrappers, cut
diagonally into two triangles
canola oil
Instructions
Peel shrimps and remove heads, leaving
tail intact. With a small knife, make an
incision near the head and all the way
down the center of the shrimp's back to
the tail. With the tip of knife, remove and
discard vein. Using hands, open flesh of
shrimp until it lies flat. Make a small
incision on the inside of the shrimp close
to the tail.
In a bowl, combine ground pork,
green onions, water chestnuts, carrots,
garlic, soy sauce, salt and pepper. Gently
stir until well distributed.
Place about 1/2 teaspoon meat
filling in the center of the butterflied shrimp
and press to close around filling.
On a flat working surface, arrange
spring roll wrapper with pointed side facing
up. Place stuffed shrimp on wrapper. Fold
one side of wrapper over shrimp and the
then fold the pointed side down. Roll
wrapper tightly around shrimp moistening
sides with water and pressing lightly to
seal.
Place in a single layer, seam side
down, on a dish and loosely cover with
moist paper towel until ready to fry.
In a pan over medium heat, heat
about 2-inches deep oil until very hot but
not smoking.
See Page 13

Rellenong Hipon

From Page 8
Bridging Programs
to creating comprehensive bridge
programs is the fact that there is no
standardized curriculum between similar
diploma and degree programs in the
province. Without a specified standard of
practice outlined for certain fields of
study, it becomes almost impossible to
guarantee the same amount of transfer
credits at every Ontario institution, as it is
likely that a student may not have
completed a specific course that a
student at another institution was required
to take.[16] University officials in
Renaud's study also stated that they did
not feel comfortable accepting current
college curriculum as an equivalent to the
first two years of a bachelor's degree
program. They were concerned with the
attained education level of the faculty at
college campuses, as not all colleges
require instructors to possess a Doctorate
Degree, or conduct a minimum amount of
research.[17] Although this view can be
attributed to the elitist attitudes already
discussed above, it does call into
question how ONCAT is prepared to roll
out consistent transfer policies among
institutions without attempting to define
definitive credits and features in all fields
of study. Colleges and universities may
not be open to standardizing the
curriculum in their programs, as it would
mean that they would need to give up the
autonomy they previously enjoyed, and
possibly lose distinctive features in their
curriculum that helped to recruit students
to their specific program.
Willingness to participate
Although
a
formalized
agreement would result in more transfer
applicants, many university officials are
less than keen to sign bridge program
agreements with colleges, as it would
mean a significant loss of tuition dollars.
Without the formalized agreement,
transfer students receive on average one
year or less worth of credits toward a
bachelor's degree. This structure ensures
that the student will still likely be enrolled
in a university program for at least three
years. With the successful creation of
province-wide
post-secondary
agreements, students would attend
university for two years, significantly
cutting tuition costs. This loss of funding,
despite rising enrolment numbers, could
result in disaster, as programs could
become
oversubscribed
without
adequate financial coverage.[18] There is
also a valid concern that only those
universities who are in need of more
student applications, such as the small to
mid-size universities, will be more willing
to cooperate with college programs.
Larger institutions that already receive an
overwhelming number of high school
applicants will be less likely to agree to
the lengthy process of creating
specialized programs when they can
already fill their programs without the
extra effort.
Future direction
Once again, Ontario is in the
midst of an unprecedented increase in
the number of post-secondary student
applicants that is threatening to
overpopulate the current structure of
higher education in the province. It is
projected that the number of students
enrolled in Ontario post-secondary
institutions may increase by 100,000 by
the year 2021.[19] Much like the climate
of 1965, Ontario needs to find another
solution to accommodate the demands of
these increasing numbers, and bridge
programs may be the ideal way to
streamline applicants. Bridge programs
still meet the increased interest in a
university degree, but provide alternate
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pathways for achieving this degree that
will not exceed first year university
enrolment allowances.
A more realistic transition from
the dualistic post-secondary pathways
that currently exist in Ontario, to a
collaborative pathway would be to
develop a completely new curriculum for
the bridge program, rather than trying to
fit together already existing diploma and
degree programs that were never meant
to be connected. Ad hoc committees
based on subject discipline should be
formed among college and university
faculty across the province to share best
practices, and develop an integrated
curriculum.[20] In this approach, college
and university faculty can work together
to create a comprehensive knowledge
base that they both believe in, and neither
will feel threatened that their existing
program will be overshadowed or
become obsolete. Having faculty work
together
to
develop
curriculum
requirements will also hopefully help to
abolish stereotypes and the elitist
attitudes that were credited as the
strongest inhibitor to the creation of
bridge programs, and help to build a
sense of congeniality among education
professionals.[21]
The creation of the Ontario
Council for Articulation and Transfer and
the online Ontario College-University
Transfer Guide was definitely a step in the
right direction, however the existing
agreements listed have a limited scope of
program choice, and do not provide a list
of guaranteed college credits that can be
transferred. The province needs to move
toward creating a universal transfer guide
that allows students graduating from a
diploma program the ability to transfer to
any university with a similar degree
program by meeting the same
requirements for every institution, and
receiving the same amount of transfer
credits at each institution. This transfer
guide should also be easily accessible by
students so that they can make informed
choices in their course planning and be
informed of the number of transfer credits
they can receive before they actually
apply to an institution. To initiate a move
toward universal transfer, the province
can first focus on establishing a few core
arts and science courses at the college
level that would result in direct transfer to
university credit at every Ontario
university. College faculty can work in
conjunction with university faculty to
create course curriculum that is
comparable to first year general arts and
science credits (such as psychology,
English, math, history etc.) that the
majority of incoming university students
are required to take, thus easing the
transition process greatly.[22]
Finally, Ontario should look to
the successful practice of post-secondary
transfer in other provinces, most notably
British Columbia, but also Alberta and
New Brunswick, as a framework from
which to build a comprehensive transfer
program. In these already wellestablished systems, students are able to
transfer credit toward a bachelor's degree
from any institution in the province, and
know exactly how many transfer credits
they will receive before they officially
apply to another institution.[23] While
Ontario has a long way to go before
reaching this level of compatibility, it can
definitely benefit from modeling the
degree of government, administrative and
faculty coordination evident within the
post-secondary systems of the abovementioned provinces. (Wikipedia)
See References on opposite
page (13).
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Social
Tidbits

Fely Rosales Cariño
Climate change, does it ring a
bell? It’s the most talked-about topic
everywhere. It affects everyone and its
ferocity, viciousness and unstoppable
effects are undeniable. Are we ready for
the consequences of fire, flood, etc that
can demolish infrastructures and wreak
havoc with our lives? Everyone must do
his or her part now to recycle, dispose of
plastics properly, among other things.
Most
importantly,
invoke
God’s
intervention because all our tomorrows are
in God’s hands, “being confident of this,
that He who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6).
Fall is upon us and winter is fast
approaching. Time to change tires and to
bring out your winter paraphernalia. What
does not change is our community social
consciousness. My social calendar for
November and December is full.
Weekends and most weekdays are taken
up. I like this because it shows that seniors
are up to the physical challenges and try to
better themselves in the midst of the
inevitable aches and pains.
For us in Montreal, life and social
activities go on. Election controversies
happen in different organizations. There
are messy confrontations but most are
peaceful. I refrain from commenting on
election matters. My column only reports
on the singing, dancing, gorgeous gowns,
grace and smiles of program participants.
Honourable Petronila Garcia, the
Philippine Ambassador to Canada, is
encouraging Filipinos, Canadians and
friends to take a look at and join in the
Visitor Package for Winter Escapade 7- It’s
More Fun In The Philippines, scheduled to
take place in Manila, Las Casas in Bataan,
Filipinas de Acuzar, Clark in Pampanga
and Boracay from January 15-20, 2020.
Ambassador Garcia touts the “highly
successful tour that is now on its 7th year
and promises to take participants to
spectacular sights offering the best of
Philippine nature, culture, cuisine and the
trademark hospitality of the Filipino
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From someone who experienced
the event, I was one of the first Winter
Escapade participants under former
Philippine Ambassador to Canada,
Honorable Jose Brilliantes. We had fun
touring different places. Our last night was
spent at a reception in Malacanang Palace
by an invitation from former Philippine
President Gloria Macapagal! Join Winter
Escapade 7 and be entertained!
I’d like to mention SWIS
enthusiastic line dancers and avid bingo
players. The family members who danced
their way during the SWIS family picnic
were: SWIS chairman Connie Favro, Lita
Bote, Nora Arcalas, Tina Oana, Carole
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Magda Balog, Manju Shah, Joe & Melba
Kamber, Jeannette Perignon, Ike & Chit
Bas, Pete & Perla Izon, Flor & Rose Rillo,
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Mary & Werner Brauer, Lydia Fielding,
Vangie Salvador, Remy & Letty Eugenio,
Pina Palma, Elvi Maximo, Dr. & Mrs. Viloria,
Nene Isada, Nita Advincula and other
members.
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and holds a degree in architecture from the
University of St. Thomas, Manila. Ella
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collection of poems and drawings became
the pioneer publication of award-winning
Pedlar Press under the title Sex Libris.
Currently, she attends Regis College, the

Ontario. (Master's thesis). Brock University, St.
Catharines, Ontario.
Association of Canadian Community Colleges.
(2011). Transferability and Post-secondary
Pathways: The Role of Canadian Colleges and
Institutes.
Boggs, A. & Trick, D (2009). Making CollegeUniversity Collaboration Work: Ontario in a
National and International Context. Toronto: Higher
Education Quality Council of Ontario.
Decock, H., McCloy, U., Liu, S & Hu, B. (2011).
The Transfer Experience of Ontario Colleges who
Further their Education – An analysis of Ontario's
College Graduate Satisfaction Survey.Toronto:
Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario.
Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities.
(2010). Report of the College-University
Consortium Council. Toronto, ON: Maureen E.
Callahan.
Ontario Confederation of University Faculty
Associations. (2008). College/University Programs
Leading to Undergraduate Degrees: A Discussion
Paper.
Renaud, Danielle. (2000). An Examination of the
Barriers to Articulation Agreements Between
Colleges and Universities in Ontario. (Doctoral
dissertation). Retrieved from the National Library of
Canada. (0-612-49863-8).
Categories: Higher education

Jesuit School of Theology at the University
of Toronto, Ontario, Canada. These two
artists’ work are simply beautiful. You can
stare and stare at the colours and
landscape of their artwork. We, the
auxiliary members (Elma Bolatao, Rebecca
Aguilar, Fely Bisares, Jeannette Perignon,
Ciony Nueva, Nenita Licyayo, Vangie
Ruance, Caring Tabunar, Norma Vohra,
Valent Lloyd Hughes, and yours truly) were
very impressed! The Pamana Program
began with the Ambassador’s welcome
speech and ended with the Minstrels of
Hope
Choir’s
song
and
dance
performance, whose Bridge Over Water
and Hallelujah were the most applauded
songs.
Let’s not forget last September
22, 2019 when SWIS members were
invited by Elvi Maximo to a morning mass
at Rigaud Resort to celebrate the late
Nards Alberto’s 70th birthday. It was a cold
morning but most SWIS members were in
attendance. Nards was a beloved SWIS
member. After the mass, Elvi served a
Filipino breakfast right in the mountaintop
picnic area. Members present feasted on
fried rice, tinapa, tapa, longaniza, bangus,
salted eggs and many more. Carrot cake
was baked by Reden while other sweets
were brought by members.
Happy
Birthday Nards.
The following SWIS members
also celebrated their birthdays recently:
Carlito Arlegui, Eddy Tapia, and Mario
Bamba. On both occasions, a noted
guest was Father Lawrence, a parish priest
of St. Luke’s church in DDO. Another
birthday party was thrown by the Filipino
Association of Montreal and Suburbs
(FAMAS) President Cesar Manuel.
Carlito Arlegui celebrated his 70th
at Maria Kuersteiner’s residence and then
another one at La Porte Grecque
Restaurant in DDO. Mario celebrated at
their residence where wife Puring Bamba
prepared a terrific dinner. On both
occasions, guests included Carlito
&Thelma, Mario & Puring, June of Saint
Luke church, Father Lawrence, and yours
truly.
Are you a casino enthusiast? Join
the group of Trans Liganor, Flor de la Cruz,
Nenita Licyayo, Bert Abiera, Monica
Regacho, Warly Basbacio and others at
one of the casinos near Kahnawake,
Montreal. They all have been winning
lately!
Cesar Manuel celebrated his 60th
birthday at the Hellenic dance hall in
Montreal recently.
The program began
with the grand entrance of Cesar and Tess,
his wife of 28 years. This was followed by
the Invocation by Philippine Benevolent
and Scholarship Society of Quebec
(PBSSQ) President Josefa Nicolas. After
everybody has settled in, the opening
song was rendered by Adiva Estinoso, an
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icon of the LGBTQ, a stylist, model,
entrepreneur and owner of the House of
Manny.
Then came an impassioned
speech
by
Honorable
Anthony
Housefather, a Member of Parliament for
Mount Royal, followed by Snowdon
Counselor Marvin Rotrand, one of the best
friends of the Filipino community. And this
was a good night for singer Thea Cruz.
Among many successful gigs in 2015, she
was chosen to sing both the American and
Canadian national anthem at the Bell
Centre during a Montreal Canadians’
hockey game. Her performance during
this occasion was enthusiastically received
by the audience. Next performers were the
Pinoy Diva with members Mack Jones,
Rachel Endozo, and Mark Simbulan. That
was a good number, guys!
Then came the messages from
every table. The spokesperson for our
table was Benny Bote, also a contestant in
one of the games called Name That Tune.
After the messages, a group called the
Barkadas performed a lively dance
number. The last song number came from
17-year-old singer Bella Cacci, whose
good looks come from her Filipina mother
and Italian father.
A singer and a
songwriter, Bella is a 2017 Filipino
champion
for the Filipino Canadian
Association of Artists in Quebec (FCAAQ).
She sang at the international Jazz Festival
in 2019. Blessed with an angelic voice and
angelic face, she recently released her first
single named Maybe Tomorrow. What a
talented beauty! The last musical rendition
was the duet of Thea Cruz and Ramos
Manuel by popular request. The most
poignant part of the party was Caesar’s
speech, paying a lovely tribute to his wife
who he credits for making everything
possible for him to succeed! Emcee
Svetlana Suarez was at her best. She
made the party flowing from beginning to
end. Her electric blue gown drew gasps
from the crowd. She was a real standout in
beauty and performance.
The Annual Thanksgiving Mass
was hosted by PBSSQ, held at St. Kevin’s
Parish Church in Cote des Neiges last
October 13, 2019.
Members of the
Knights of Columbus, present in their full
regalia, assisted in ushering duties. The
entertainment program included the
following: vocal solos by Eddie Valdez and
Therese Ann Salmon (Munting Hiyas ng
Luzon 2019), dance by Angelica Paige del
Rosario (Munting Hiyas ng Pilipinas,
Montreal 2019), and Douglas Nierras
Powerdance.
Mrs. Natalie Pelausa,
PBSSQ founder, was her usual jovial self
and astounded everyone with her sharp
memory.
The event ended with Dr.
Hermie Pelausa giving the Closing
Remarks.
See you next issue. God bless!

families are united towards supporting
each other in becoming empowered and
and social entrepreneurship.
highly respected members of society,
The program encourages trainees consciously contributing to nation
to become social entrepreneurs to address building.”
various social problems either in their host
There are now more than 3,000
countries or in the Philippines should they LSE finishers from 22 cities in 12 countries
decide to return.
in Europe, Middle East, Asia.
The LSE training program was first
introduced in Rome, Italy in 2008 with
Filipino domestic workers and low-income
From Page 12
Rellenong Hipon
earners as the main beneficiaries.
The program has been fully
Add prepared shrimps into oil with
embraced in Milan, Madrid, Hong Kong, seam side down. Cook, turning on sides as
Macau and Singapore where most Filipinos needed, until golden, crisp and cooked
are working in homes of local residents and through.
expats.
Remove from heat and drain on a
There have been 39 nannies- 15 wire rack set over a baking sheet. Serve hot
enrolled in Dubai and 24 in Abu Dhabi- out with sweet and sour sauce.
of 542 who have taken the LSE in the UAE
since 2013. The nannies’ enrollment fees Enroll in Gilmore’s intensive
were funded by generous individuals and
courses in English or
small and medium enterprises.
French
The program’s vision is to make
Call
514-485-7861
sure that “Filipino migrants and their

From Page 3

Pinoy Nannies
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Halloween costumes inspired by PH
superheroes, monsters By Stephanie Marie Bernardino

October 2019

Angelina Jolie gets
honest with Boy
Abunda about love
and loss

Angelina Jolie being interviewed
by Boy Abunda for her movie
"Maleficent: Mistress of Evil."

Filipino Superhero-inspired costumes

local?

It’s Halloween — why not go

Below are suggestions for
Halloween costumes pegged to
characters in Pinoy movies and on TV
series.
MONSTERS
‘Halimaw Sa Banga’
The movie came out in 1986 and it
starred Liza Lorena, Gina Pareno,
and Michael de Mesa. The creature is
an ancient witch who was killed,
cursed and trapped inside a large vat
for ages.
Dressing
up
like
the
supernatural creature only requires a
messy white wig and fake black long
nails (which could be made from
black construction paper cut into
triangles). Complete the look with
white clothes and put on white face
point for look that’s to die for. Oh, and
don’t forget the vat or banga you
could make from paper mache…
Undin from ‘Shake, Rattle &
Roll III’
This slimy, moldy creature was first
seen in the “Nanay” episode of
“Shake, Rattle & Roll III” starring
Manilyn Reynes, Ai Ai de las Alas,
and Joey Marquez. It has ability to
spew corrosive acid at her victims or
nemesis.
Face the paint brown and put

on wig. For slime effect, corn syrup or
white egg would look realistic. You
could also use toilet bowl as props,
as Udin emerged from one. Syringe
filled with green food colored-water
will do the trick nicely for the acid
spit.
Siyokoy/Sirena
from
‘Dyesebel’
The siyokoy (mermen) and the sirena
(mermaid) are a combination of
human form and the scaled body of
fish.
For siyokoy, you need to
make head, hand, and foot piece
which looks like fish scales, then sew
silver sequins on skinny pants and
complete the look with scepter as
props.
For girls, make long wig,
seashell bikini, and fins.
Or buy the costumes from a
store.

SUPERHEROES
‘Darna’
Darna wears a two-piece red bikini
matched with red knee-high boots
embroidered with gold. Don’t forget
the headpiece, belt, and bracelet
(and the stone, if you want to be
thorough about it).
For reference, among actors
who have played the titular role are

Angel Locsin, Marian Rivera, Vilma
Santos, Lorna Tolentino, and Rio
Locsin, among others.
‘Pedro Penduko’
Another Filipino comic book
character styled as a folk hero or
superhero is Pedro Penduko created
by National Artist for Literature
Francisco V. Coching.
If you’re doing the Matt Evans
version, you would only need a red
camisa de chino and brown tokong
pants. A bolo knife hanging around
your waist and magical amulet on
your neck would look sharp.
If you’re doing the Matteo
Guidicelli version, hit the gym
regularly and undergo military
training first so you could have abs
like his. Then go find a superstar
girlfriend.
Whether it’s the first or the
second, have your hair curled.
‘Lastikman’
There’s no stretch of imagination
when you choose to do this guy as
the costume requires only two things
— a one-piece tight long sleeve
jumpsuit patterned with black and
green checkered, and a black eye
half face mask. 
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Hollywood star Angelina Jolie
took a moment before answering
Filipino TV host Boy Abunda’s
questions about love and loss.
In a recent interview for
Abunda’s talk show “Tonight With Boy
Abunda,” the “Maleficent” star
seemed to be holding back tears
when answering questions about the
pain of loving, a theme in the now
showing sequel of the Disney film,
“Maleficent: Mistress of Evil.”
“Why does love always come
with pain?” Boy asked Angelina.
“I think when love is right, it’s
a good kind of pain. It’s growing. It’s a
pain where your heart is stretching,
your feelings are stretching,” the
“Tomb Raider” star explained.
“The greater the love, the
greater the loss, is true,” enthused the
mother of six who recently got
divorced from husband Brad Pitt.
“Love doesn’t always end
well. Why, Ms. Jolie?” Abunda asked
as a follow-up.
“Just take a minute for that,”
she said, laughing.
“It doesn’t always end well
because maybe one kind of love is
mistaken for another,” she replied
while seemingly holding back tears.
Jolie, who has Maddox, 18;
Pax, 15, Zahara; 14, Shiloh, 13 and
11-year-old twins Knox and Vivienne,
admitted in a separate interview with
People magazine that she had to
gather some strength to reprise her
role as Maleficent because she was
“feeling pretty broken."
"It was a tough time. I’d been
coming off a few years of difficulty,
and I was not feeling very strong. In
fact, I was feeling pretty broken. It took
me a moment to feel the strength of
(Maleficent) again."
Jolie is reportedly training for
her next film, “Eternals,” about a race
of immortal aliens created and set to
Earth to battle the Deviants. Jolie is set
to star alongside Salma Hayek and
"Game of Thrones'" Kit Harington. 
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The Barretto Family feud
The Barretto family feud: what you need to know

(Left to Right) Claudine, Marjorie, and Gretchen have been involved in
much-publicized quarrels since the early 2000s.

One big happy family? Marjorie and Claudine with Jay-Jay (in
yellow), Mito (in checkered polo), and Mitch (in plaid) with their
parents Inday and Miguel. Not in the main picture: Gia (left) and
Gretchen (right).

RESTAURANT
LA MAISON NEW KUM MON

6565 Côte-des-Neiges Road

(near Corner Appleton)

Montreal, QC

Bean Curd Seafood Soup
1/2 Crispy Chicken
Salt and Pepper Pork Loin
Stuffed Bean Curd with
Shrimps
Sauted Seasonal Vegetables
Steamed Rice
$49.95
4 persons
Bean Curd Soup
1/2 Crispy Chicken
Shrimp Cake with Chinese
Broccoli
Sweet and Sour Pork
Seafood with Bean Curd in
Hot Pot
Salt and Pepper Squid
Fried Sea Bass Fish
$79.95
Steamed Rice
6 persons

F R E E D E L I V E RY
Minimum order of $10
Delivery hours:
11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.

5047 Henri Bourassa Est
Montréal, QC H1G 2S1
Tel.: (514) 322-3133, 322-3130

Fish Maw Seafood Soup
Baked Lobster with Ginger
Seafood with Chinese
Broccoli
Salt and Pepper Cuttle Fish
Fried Sea Bass Fish
Steamed Rice
$74.95
4 persons
Fish maw seafood soup
2 Baked Lobsters with Ginger
Seafood with Eggplant
in Hot Pot
Stuffed Bean Curd with
Shrimp
Seafood with Chinese broccoli
Fried Sea Bass Fish
House Fried Rice
$159.95
Special Fried Noodles

514-733-6029
514-733-1067

10 persons

For party menu, call Kenny

The ongoing feud between
the Barretto sisters during their
father's wake last year, is just the
latest in their long history of family
spats.
Gretchen, who had been
estranged from her family for years,
attended the Barretto patriarch's wake
last October 16. President Rodrigo
Duterte was also present and had
allegedly asked Gretchen to make
amends with her sister Marjorie.
Marjorie supposedly refused
to shake hands and the sisters soon
took their feud on social media.
On Friday, reports floated
about Claudine being brought to the
hospital due to dizziness after yet
another alleged fight with Marjorie.

Marjorie later on took to
Instagram to tell her side and said that
she'll come out with the truth and
nothing but the truth after they put
their father to rest.
Gretchen later took a swipe at
Marjorie and posted videos proving
her point.
Later on, the name of
businessman Atong Ang was
dragged into the mess. On Monday,
he clarified his relations with the
sisters Gretchen and Claudine and
their niece Nicole.
Miguel Barretto died last
October 15 after spending almost two
weeks at the hospital. He was laid to
rest on Saturday, October 19. 

Duterte 'shocked' over
Barretto family feud

President Rodrigo Duterte
and his delegation who condoled
with the Barretto clan last week
were
"shocked"
after
they
witnessed a scuffle among
relatives during the wake of family's
patriarch Miguel, Senator Bong Go
said Wednesday.
Celebrity siblings Gretchen
and Marjorie Barretto, as well as
some of their nieces and nephews,
broke into a fight in front of Duterte
last week, after the President tried
to mend ties between the sisters
who have been at odds for half a
decade.
"Na-shock din kami nung
nakita namin. Parang shooting [ng
pelikula] din," Go, who was with
Duterte at the wake, told Senate
reporters.
Go confirmed Marjorie's
claim that she apologized to the
President in one corner after
members of the Presidential
Security Group cordoned the chief
executive to safety.
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Instagram image posted by
Claudine Barretto shows
President Duterte condoling
with Gretchen prior to a scuffle
at the wake of the family
patriarch at the Heritage
Memorial Park in Taguig City,
Oct 23, 2019.

The senator said he was
unsure who started the fight.
"Baka tawagin pa nila ako
as witness, wag na lang," he said in
jest. "Hindi ko nakita kasi ang focus
ko nandun lang kay Presidente." 
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The Barretto Family feud

Gretchen Barretto
blames Marjorie for
dad’s heart attack

Claudine admits
slapping Marjorie at
dad’s wake

Claudine Barretto

Gretchen Barretto (left) & Marjorie Barretto

he ongoing feud between
the Barretto sisters appears to be far
from over.
Actress
and
socialite
Gretchen Barretto fired the latest
online shot on Monday when she
claimed that her sister, former
actress Marjorie triggered their
father’s fatal heart attack.
“Marjorie did not invite my
mom to the gathering, and that’s
what caused my dad’s attack,”
Gretchen wrote in response to a
netizen who noticed the absence of
their mother Estrella “Inday” Barretto
in the late patriarch’s birthday party,
as seen in an Instagram story
Monday.
The Barretto sisters’ father,
Miguel passed away last October 15
at the age of 82, two weeks after his

birthday celebration took place.
Marjorie belatedly shared
over her Instagram account photos
from their father’s birthday party, but
none of which included the sisters’
mother.
After
years
of
being
estranged from both her parents,
Gretchen sought to reconcile with
her mother during Miguel’s wake.
But it seemed to worsen the
long-standing feud within the family
after a reported altercation and
scuffle between the Barretto sisters
during the wake.
The celebrity Barrettos then
took the battle to social media with
Gretchen and Claudine clashing with
Marjorie and her children, including
actress Julia. 

The plot thickens in the
Barretto sisters’ feud.
Claudine, the youngest of the
Barretto sisters, confirmed reports that
she slapped her sister Marjorie after
supposedly provoked her by pointing
a finger at her and bringing up her
mental health issues at the wake of
their father Miguel.
“Sabi niya (Marjorie), ‘I’m not
the one who goes to a psychiatrist. I’m
not the one who’s crazy. She’s
taunting me,” Claudine recalled in an
interview Tuesday night on dzMM.
“Ano yun, tino-taunt mo lahat
ng tao na may mental illness? Dahil
lang lumabas ako na may anxiety
disorder? Tinotaunt mo ko? (What,
you taunt people with mental
illnesses? Just because I have anxiety
disorder, you’re taunting me?),”
Claudine said.
She added that she laughed
off Marjorie’s provocation,
but
snapped the moment her sister
pointed a finger at her.

“Tapos nakaupo ako nun e
tapos sabi niya, ‘What? Lalaban ka?
Lalaban ka?’ So tumayo ako. Sabi ko,
‘Oo lalaban ako.’ Tapos, alam mo
yung parang dinuro sa ulo? Dinuro
niya ako sa ulo (I was sitting when she
said, ‘What? You want a fight?’ So I
stood up and said, ‘Yes, I will fight.’
That’s when she pointed a finger to my
head).”
“Ayon na, sinampal ko siya.
Sinampal
ko
siya
talaga.
Nagsabunutan kami (I slapped her. I
really slapped her. We pulled each
other’s hair),” Claudine recounted.
She explained that it was her
“instant reaction” because her children
were also present at the wake.
“Kasi
wag
mo
akong
gaganyan ganyanin. Instant reaction
ko yun eh. Hindi sa gusto kong
mambastos ng mas nakakatanda sa
akin. Wag mo akong gaganyanin lalo’t
nandoon ang mga anak ko (Don’t do
this to me. That was me instant
reaction. Not because I wanted to
disrespect the elderly. Don’t this to me
especially when my children are
around).”
The eldest Barretto sister,
Gretchen, earlier showed a video of
the altercation at their father Miguel’s
wake in the presence of President
Rodrigo Duterte.
Claudine then took to social
media to say she was hospitalized due
to bruises and dizziness after she and
Marjorie had a scuffle of their own. 

James Reid says no to working with Julia Barretto

James Reid & Julia Barretto

Young star James Reid would
rather not do a project with actress
Julia Barretto at the moment.
He said so in a recent episode
of “Tonight With Boy Abunda,” during
the games “Games Reid or Games
Over Reid” segment where the 26year-old actor was made to give his
two cents on leading ladies he wants
to work with or not.

Show host Boy Abunda
showed pictures of Yassi Pressman,
Janella Salvador, Liza Soberano, and
Kathryn Bernardo. When the latter’s
photo was presented, he asked, “Do I
have to explain?”
“Oh what… Games Over,” he
told the host when the latter asked him
to expound on his answer.
“Just that, it is too much. Like

too much noise when it comes to fans
and stuff,” James said. “I have no
problem with her at all, it’s just that too
much noise.”
“Para walang gulo?” Boy
interjected.
“Yeah. Let’s make life easy,”
the star ended.
James also played the game
in terms of his girlfriend, Nadine
Lustre, possibly working with other
leading men. The actor consented to
Joshua Garcia, Arjo Atayde, and
Daniel Padilla.
For Coco Martin and Gerald
Anderson, however, he answered
Games Over Reid but later changed
his mind about it.
“I just can’t see them in a
project together… No, if it’s an action
project then Games Reid. Nadine
always wanted to do that — an action
star. Alongside Coco, that would be
cool,” James said.
For Gerald, he said he was
gonna say Games Over Reid but with

www.filipinostar.org

how the former smiled in the picture,
James said, “It’s hard to say no when
he’s smiling like that.”

Kris Aquino on Barretto sisters
feud: ‘There’s no need for us to add
to their pain’
Kris Aquino reminded her fans
and followers that sisters Gretchen,
Marjorie and Claudine Barretto are still
grieving and that there is no need for
anyone “to add to their pain” amid the
controversy revolving around them.
The sisters have been the talk
of the town after a scuffle broke out
among them at the wake of their father,
Miguel Barretto. They have since
continued their feud by taking to social
media to air their sides regarding the
issue.
The Queen of All Media’s
remark came after she greeted one of
her sisters, Viel (Victoria Elisa), a
happy birthday on Instagram last
Saturday, Oct. 26. 
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Jasmine, Anne keep their
quarrels private

Superstar sisters: Jasmine (left) and Anne Curtis

In the rare occasions Jasmine
Curtis and her elder sister, Anne Curtis,
are having a misunderstanding, or
tampuhan, they make sure to keep the
nitty-gritty strictly between themselves.
“The thing is, with Ate and me,
we don’t let [our problems] known to
anyone, even to friends. The issue
stays only among those who are
involved in it—kami-kami lang,” she
told reporters at a recent press
conference for “Cara x Jagger,” the
upcoming romantic screen drama she
headlines with Ruru Madrid.
The topic, about how Jasmine
settles her differences with Anne,
inevitably popped up at the said media
event, in light of the ongoing and very
public spat among the Barrettos—
Gretchen, Marjorie and Claudine, in
particular—which has been hogging
the headlines as of late.
“We seldom get into fights.
Perhaps our nine-year age gap has
something to do with it,” surmised the
25-year-old actress. “You can count in
one hand the number of times we had
‘issues.’ About three times? And
they’re small things, nothing really
serious, nothing escalated.”
That
said,
physical
altercations—may it be hair-pulling or
whatever—is out of the question.
“My God! Kahit kurut-kurot sa
kilikili, walang ganun! It’s all peace,
love and happiness for the two of us.
I’m sorry, but you will all be unable to
unmask any issues!” she quipped,
drawing
laughter.
“We’re
too
peaceful!”
The only “concern” they have
at the moment is how to go about
purchasing the car they had promised
their mother in Australia. “We have
been planning to get her a new one.
She’s due for an upgrade. We hope to
get it by Christmas,” she related.
“That’s why I have been working a lot.
Go lang hanggang kaya ng katawan!”
One of those projects is “Cara
x Jagger,” which opens in cinemas on
Nov.
13.
Produced
by
APT
Entertainment and Cignal TV and

directed by Ice Idanan, the film is
about formers lovers, Cara, “the girl
who can’t forget,” and Jagger, “the
boy who can’t remember.”
Cara (Jasmine) seeks to do
everything in her power to forget a
painful moment that ruined their
relationship. Meanwhile, Jagger (Ruru
Madrid) is struck with a condition that
has robbed him of his memory.
Jagger’s grandfather, in a desperate
move to help his grandson, asks
Cara’s help for Jagger to regain his
sense of self and his recollection of the
past.
“The movie is charactercentric,” she said of “Cara x Jagger,”
which is her first lead role in a
mainstream film. “Though the conflict
between the characters is quite
unusual, the story still represents what
love is all about—loving someone
unconditionally and moving on, no
matter how painful a relationship has
become.”
As for his leading man,
Jasmine described Ruru as a “funny”
and “very caring” young man. “He’s
sociable with everyone on the set,
from the director to the crew. He’s
invested in his craft, and I can see that
he wants to learn more,” Jasmine
observed. “He’s also a gentleman.
When he sees that I’m wearing high
heels, he makes sure to offer his
hand.”
She was likewise impressed
by her fellow Kapuso star’s acting
talent. “He’s a really effective actor. I
think he should do more films. And
maybe his performance in this will
inspire more producers to work with
him,” she said.
Ruru
admitting
to
her
beforehand that she’s one of his
crushes initially made things awkward
for Jasmine at first. “There’s ilang
factor, when I learned about that. You
can’t avoid that,” Jasmine related. “But
I became more comfortable with him
as we moved along. And at work, we
forget that I’m Jasmine and he’s Ruru.”

Angel Locsin also a painter

Beyond her unquestionable
acting skill, there’s another side of
Angel Locsin few people know: She’s a
painter.
The actress impressed her
followers recently when she shared a
snapshot of her artwork under the
theme love and eroticism.
“Tried something new,” she
wrote as caption.
She
gained
favorable
response from fellow celebrities who
can’t help but admire her work.
“Seriously? You are so good!
Gel, make more!” wrote Iza.
Sarah Lahbati agreed, saying
“WOW! Ganda, Gel! Ano bang hindi
mo kayang gawin!”
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Angel Locsin

“napakahusay namaaaaan,”
wrote Dimples Romana.
Isabelle Daza said, “OMG so
good.”
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Filipino film 'Dagsin'
makes it to Oscars
shortlist

Filipino film "Dagsin," starring
Janine Gutierrez and Benjamin Alves,
has been shortlisted as a possible
Philippine entry to the International
Film Feature Category of the Oscars,
Cinemalaya posted on its Facebook
page.
"Supar congrats, #Dagsin!"
the independent film festival said in
the caption of its Facebook post,
showing a screenshot of the letter
from the Film Academy of the
Philippines that announced the good
news.
The letter was signed by the
organization's
director
general,
veteran actor, comedian and director
Leo Martinez.
Alves also shared the
screenshot in his Instagram story,
saying: “WHT? We made the shortlist
for the Oscars!?”
The first film of director Atom
Magadia, with screenplay by his wife
Anne, "Dagsin" (which means "gravity"
in Ilocano) tells the story of Justino
(played by Tommy Abuel), World War
II hero and Death March survivor who
lost his legs, and as such, became an
atheist.
When his wife, Corazon
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(portrayed by Marita Zobel) died,
Justino yearned to believe in life after
death to be with her. As such, he
looked for ways to hold on to the
memory of his wife, including reading
her diaries, from which he unearths a
Pandora's Box of secrets.
“Ok, I know the ‘bettermannered and proper’ version of
myself should be quiet about news
like this. But, I am hearts-crossed, not
doing this out of hubris. To tell you the
truth, I originally thought it was a
hoax. Until we received this letter this
morning, I didn't believe it to be real,”
Anne said of their film’s Oscars
achievement in a Facebook post.
Since the movie debuted in
2016 as a Cinemalaya Film Fest entry,
“Dagsin” has won 18 awards,
incuding four Best Actor nods for
Abuel at the Cinemalaya, Los Angeles
Philippine International Film Fest,
European International Film Fest in
Italy, and FIlm Development Council
of the Philippines.
Likewise, the film gave Marita
a Best Actress in a Cameo Role award
from Urduja Film Fest.
Gutierrez, meanwhile, won as
Best Supporting Actress at the 2017
4th Urduja Heritage Awards, and was
nominated as Best Supporting
Actress at the 40th Gawad Urian
Awards.
In general, the film has won
as Best Narrative Feature at the
World’s Independent Film Fest in San
Francisco,
USA;
Best
Cinematography at the European
Film Fest in Florence, Italy; and Best
Costume at the Madrid Film Fest.
If picked as an official entry,
“Dagsin” will compete at the 92nd
Academy
Awards
ceremony,
presented by the Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences, which will
honor the best films of 2019 and will
take place at the Dolby Theater in
Hollywood, Los Angeles, California on
Feb. 9, 2020. 
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Alex Gonzaga tours
Manila with Mayor
‘Yorme’ Isko Moreno

Alex Gonzaga and Mayor Isko Moreno in Mehan Garden
Popular actress Alex Gonzaga
explored Manila with its mayor, Isko
Moreno, as her tour guide. It turned
out to be a tour filled with humor and a
glimpse of the city’s nightlife.
The actress, who documented
the tour in her YouTube vlog last
Sunday, Oct. 27, got the chance to see
the new and improved Mehan Garden.
Alex was also able to do a flash raid of
the mayor’s car and bag, and engage
the mayor in a Q-and-A.
“Yorme for mayor,” Gonzaga
said. “Ano bang gusto niyong tawag
sa inyo (What do you like people to
call you)?”
“Kahit ano, kung ano ang
gusto ng tao (Anything, whatever the
people want [to call me]),” the mayor
replied.
Gonzaga
experienced
Moreno’s “jeprox” humor, as he
inverted words and used street lingo.
The mayor also shared his insights on
good governance. The two talked
about Manila’s clearing operations
and raids, as Alex asked about the
mayor’s habit of doing raids at night.
The mayor answered by
saying some people think the
government is inactive during the
evening, which is exactly why he
makes the effort to prove that they are

active for 24 hours, he explained.
Gonzaga also jested that if he
wanted cleanliness in Manila, maybe
he should start with the back of his car,
as the vlogger noted the pile of clothes
in the mayor’s trunk.
During Alex’s inspection of
Yorme’s belongings, she also got to
see the mayor’s paycheck, which
bears the amount of a little over
P122,000.

Other highlights of the tour
included Mayor Isko pointing out new
architectural landscapes while in
Mehan Garden. The two even peeked
at the park’s restroom, then had a
picture-taking moment with Gonzaga’s
boyfriend, Lipa City councilor Mikee
Morada. Gonzaga ended her tour with
Yorme by having their own take at
“pagpag,” leftover food they ate in the
park. 
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ADVERTISING

Classified ads
First 3 lines = $15, Next
line @4.00
(Heading= 2 lines)
Send text to:
filipinostar2@gmail.com

CLEANERS

Office cleaners for West
Island, car needed, work
Mon-Fri, 1-4 pm
& after 6 pm
Michael call 514-624-3437

COMPUTERS

Computerized Accounting
(pre-requisites - Acctg 1)
Keyboarding
Microsoft Office & Excel
Days - Evenings

Call 514-485-7861

DRIVING LESSON
* CAR for EXAM
* 1hr practice $25.
* Pick up from Laval also
KHALIL 514-965-0903.

LANGUAGES

English, French,
Filipino Languages
TUTORIAL Classes for
Children and Youth
Call 514-485-7861

SEMINARS

Writers Helping Writers and
How to start and manage a
small business, 30 h seminars
Days, Evenings or Weekends,
Income tax deductible fees,
$495+tx incl. materials
For 10 to 15 participants
Can start anytime
514-485-7861, 514-506-8753

www.filipinostar.org

WANTED

Two-Person Assistant
Superintendent Team

Full-Time team for apartment
buildings in Pointe Claire,
Westmount and Montreal.
Live on-site in two-bedroom,
rent-free apartment. Duties
include cleaning, maintenance
& customer service.
Compensation includes salary,
bonuses & benefits.
Please send BOTH resumés to

careers@realstar.ca

October 2019

19

The North American Filipino Star

Key House panel sends impeachment resolution to the floor ahead of Thursday's vote

By Haley Byrd,
CNN Wed October 30, 2019
(CNN)The
House
Rules
Committee on Wednesday night advanced
a resolution to establish procedures for
Democrats' impeachment inquiry into
President Donald Trump ahead of an
expected vote on the House floor
Thursday.
The resolution, unveiled earlier
this week, allows for public impeachment
hearings, the release of deposition
transcripts and outlines the Judiciary
Committee's role in considering potential
articles of impeachment. It will be the first
vote the full House has taken on the
impeachment inquiry since Democratic
leaders launched the probe related to an
intelligence community whistleblower
complaint that raised concerns in
Congress about Trump's conversations
with Ukraine.
Republicans on the panel offered
close to 20 amendments to the resolution,
all of which failed on party-line votes. They
sought to give their party more of a say in
impeachment
hearings,
such
as
expanding their ability to issue subpoenas
to witnesses without receiving approval
from Democrats on the Intelligence
Committee.
In the Democratic resolution,
Republicans would be able to subpoena
witnesses only if the Democratic chairman
agrees with the request or if a majority of
the committee approves of it.
Throughout
the
markup,
Republicans aired complaints that they
were not included in the drafting of the
resolution. Rep. Tom Cole, the top
Republican on the Rules Committee,
noted that he didn't see the resolution until

6430 Victoria
Tel: 514-733-7816

it became publicly available.
"It's a sad day here," the
Oklahoma Republican said in his opening
statement.
Asked during a break in the
markup if he should have collaborated
with Republicans on the resolution to try to
find common ground, Rep. Jim McGovern,
the Massachusetts Democrat who chairs
the Rules panel, expressed skepticism.
"Let's be very clear about one
thing," he said. "Their sole mission is to
circle the wagons around Donald Trump.
They're not interested in the truth."
He also defended Democrats' approach to
the inquiry.
"This is an open, transparent
process, and I'm proud of what we've done
so far," McGovern said. "I think we've
conducted ourselves with dignity and
respect for this institution, and I think it will
stand the test of time in terms of history."
As Democrats have gone about
conducting depositions behind closed
doors for the past several weeks,
Republicans have called on them to hold
public hearings and to publish the
transcripts of interviews with witnesses.
GOP members who aren't on any of the
three committees holding the depositions
have also protested their inability to
personally participate in proceedings or
view information from witnesses.
Democrats point out that
Republicans who are on the committees
holding the depositions have had equal
power to attend and ask witnesses
questions. Democrats also say the
secretive process thus far has been
intended to prevent witnesses from
shaping their testimony based on what
they see other officials tell the panel.

During
Wednesday's
Rules
committee markup, Republicans also
offered amendments to boost the White
House, with one aiming to give Trump and
his counsel room to participate in ongoing
House investigations beyond the scope
the Democratic resolution outlines.
Texas Rep. Michael Burgess
pushed for an amendment to remove a
mention of the House Ways and Means
Committee and the Financial Services
Committee in the resolution, arguing that
they are only included because the
committees are seeking Trump's tax
returns and probing his business dealings.
"This is nothing more than a fishing
expedition," Burgess said.
"Some people call it a fishing
expedition,"
responded
McGovern.
"Others call it congressional oversight."
Burgess called for another amendment,
which would require the Financial Services
and the Ways and Means committees to
produce documents outlining the nature
and scope of their investigations into
Trump.
Cole introduced an amendment
to allow all members on the Intelligence
Committee — if the chairman or ranking
Republican yields to them — to question
witnesses during the 90-minute period
established in the resolution in which

Marché Duc Thanh

Fusilier fish 450 g
$3,49 ea.

Ferma mackerel 750 g
2/$5.00

555 Fried Sardines
$0.99 ea.

Spam Luncheon Meat
$3.99 ea.

Diwa Halo-Halo
$2.49 ea.

Grated cassava
$0.99

committee staff will be able to question
witnesses.
In the current resolution, only the
chairman, ranking member and committee
staff would be able to question witnesses
during in that time, which will be equally
divided between each party. After the 90minute questioning period, members will
be able to weigh in and question witnesses
under conventional hearing rules.
Ahead of the vote, Republicans
reiterated their argument that the resolution
is too little too late.
"It is still not set up as a fair
process in my mind," said retiring Rep.
Greg Walden, an Oregon Republican. "It is
still a process where the Democrats call all
the shots."
"What they have accomplished
here is to make tomorrow's vote a vote for
or against impeachment in the minds of the
American people," he said.
And Rep. Fred Upton, a
Republican who has said he sees
legitimate
questions
with
Trump's
interactions with Ukraine, told CNN he will
vote against the Democratic resolution to
establish procedures for the impeachment
inquiry.
"My guess is that there'll be no
Republicans" who vote for the resolution
tomorrow, he added.
Cole agreed.
"My suspicion is that we will end
up with a partisan impeachment vote," he
said at the end of the markup. "We will have
a partisan process vote tomorrow, a
partisan impeachment vote probably later
this year — I would hope not, but that's just
my guess looking forward — and that will
set the stage for something very similar in
the United States Senate."

Sales Valid from

Oct.31-Nov. 7, 2019

Thai Gold Shrimp H/L 71-90
$4.99 box

Thai Gold Shrimp H/O 50-60
$6.99 box

Bulacan longanisa
$3.29 ea.

WC Puto Mix
$1.79 ea.

Golden Panda Glutinous
Rice, 4 lb - $4.49 ea.

Mama Sita BBQ Marinade
$2.99 ea.

Kababayan Coconut string
$2.99 ea

Yuca
$0.79 lb

Vinacafé
$3.49 ea.

Pork Ham
$1.81 lb

Jersey Condensed Cream
$1.29 ea.

Shanghai Bokchoy
$0.79 lb

Cream o cookies
$2.79 ea.

ww.filipinostar.org

Pork Belly
$3.18 lb

20

October 2019

The North American Filipino Star

Education raises the bar
but lowers the barriers to
a rewarding career.
May our College be a place of wonder,
learning and peace to prepare our
students for tomorrow.

COURSES AND SEMINARS

• Languages - English, French, Filipino
Mandarin, Spanish
• PAB/PSW/Nursing Aid
•Admin. Asst.
• Accounting/Bookkeeping •Receptionist
• Keyboarding (Computer Touch Typing)
• Microsoft Office and Excel
• Writers Helping Writers Workshop
• How to start and manage a small business
• Business Communication - English & French

7159 ch. de la Cöte des Neiges, Montreal H3R 2M2

Tel.: 514-485-7861 Cell: 514-506-8753
E-mail: zbk@gilmorecollege.com

Calling all alumni, students, teachers,
community & elected political leaders,
neighbors, friends and associates, to
come and join our forthcoming 30th
anniversary and Christmas dinner dance
party! Share the joy of celebrating 30
years of service to the community!

Saturday, December 14, 2019
Hotel Ruby Foo’s

7655, boul. Decarie, Montreal H4P 2H2
Donation: $50 (cocktail at 6 p.m., buffet dinner at 8 p.m.)
Please reserve as early as possible by December 1, 2019
E-mail: zbk@gilmorecollege.com, Call 514-485-7861 or
cellphone: 514-506-8753.

Filipino students in French - February 2019 - present

Cambodian students in English & French - 2009-2011

Faculty & Administration

PAB Graduates - October 2012

